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The Metro Fellowship Committee will meet at
1:00 p.m. today at the Columbia Country Club.

to Jim Stock for providing
today’s invocation, leading us in
the Pledge of Allegiance and for
providing us with a fundraising
opportunity.
to Shanda Davis for greeting
members and guests as they
arrived at today’s meeting.

Members with Guests
Member

The Foundation Committee will meet tonight at
5:00 p.m. at Shiloh.
This year’s first Meet the Managers event will be
held September 25 at the Family Impact Center
(105 East Ash Street) from 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
The importance of networking skills will be discussed.
A fellowship event is planned for Thursday,
September 27, at Shiloh beginning at
5:30 p.m. Members are invited to bring
family and/or friends.

Guest

Shanda Davis ........................ Leslie Clay

The annual Rotary District 6080 and District 6110 joint conference will be
held September 28-30 at the Downstream Casino and Spa in Quapaw,
Oklahoma.
The all-Columbia Rotary Luncheon is planned for Tuesday, November 20.
More details will be provided as the date approaches.
Planning is underway for Metro’s 2019 Trivia Night
fundraiser. If you have a name of a non-profit
organization that might be a good partner for the
event and would benefit from the proceeds, please
contact Craig Meyer.

Happy Birthday to Loretta
Schoutten on September 23!

LITTLE FREE LIBRARY UPDATE

Congratulations to Heather
McArthur who will celebrate
four years as a Metro Rotarian
on September 25!

Shawn Barnes updated members on
Metro’s efforts to support the Little
Free Libraries in Columbia. Four
“libraries” have been constructed, and
Jabberwocky Studios has agreed to
paint the finished structures. Current
plans include finding a strategic
location for the libraries as well as
assigning a responsible individual to
ensure the upkeep of each library. If
you wish to assist with future building
projects or would like to donate books,
please contact Shawn.

Jaime Freidrichs returned from
her trip to Europe. She gave
members a summary of
countries she visited and the
people that were encountered.
She will leave shortly for her
next adventure to Mexico and
Colombia.
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“Because Everyone Deserves a Chance to Read”

Retired Sgt. Shane Winter quizzed
members with literacy trivia.
Research indicates that 2/3 of
students who cannot read
proficiently by the end of 4th grade
will end up in jail or on welfare.

Leslie Clay (right) currently serves as the
Secretary for the Columbia Literacy Action
Corp. Leslie began as a tutor with the
organization in 1997, and she spoke to
members about the organization and who
they serve.

Penal institution records show that
inmates have a 16% chance of
returning to prison if they receive
literacy help, as opposed to 70% of
those who receive no help.
Members not knowing that this
equates to $25,000 per year per
inmate were given the opportunity
to contribute to Metro charities.

The Literacy Action Corp is a non-profit
501(c)(3) organization that was founded in
1968 by three women to serve the midMissouri area. Their mission is to “provide
opportunities for all to become more selfreliant and productive members of the
community.” They train tutors to teach
adult students. The organization is completely voluntary, and there is no
paid staff. Currently, they have 86 trained tutors who volunteer thousands of
hours to teach basic literacy skills and English as a second language, one-onone, to adults.
Currently, the Literacy Action Corp is serving 102 students in Columbia. 90
of the students are participating in the English as a Second Language (ESL)
course which is also called English Language Learners (ELL). The remaining
adult students are working on their literacy skills which vary by the
individual. The sessions are generally an hour in length, once a week.
Funding for the program comes through gifts and donations of local citizens
and businesses. Funds raised are used to purchase materials and assist with
background checks of tutors. First Baptist Church was
commended for providing space for their office, teaching
resources and training.

Congratulations to Les
Borgmeyer! He will receive a
$100 donation to The Rotary
Foundation in his name donated
by Jim Stock. We raised $60 for
our charities.

Anyone wishing to donate time or resources is encouraged
to visit www.literacyactioncorps.org.
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