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Thank you . . .
to Tom O’Connor for providing
today’s invocation, leading us in the
Pledge of Allegiance and for
providing us with a fundraising
opportunity.
to Barb Danuser for greeting
members and guests as they arrived
at today’s meeting.

Members with Guests
Member
Guest
Audrey Spieler ................... Marilyn Calbert
Pat Hostetler .....................Janet Thompson
Les Borgmeyer ..................... Jenn Langdon
Carl Neitzert........................ Monica Palmer

Visiting Rotarians
Member
Club
Dan Scotten ............... Columbia Northwest

FEBRUARY 26, 2020

Announcements!
Metro members will volunteer at the Food Bank tonight from 5:30 p.m. –
7:30 p.m.
ReachOut Metro completed another successful session of mentoring last
Friday. This session was held at Hickman High School, and local youth (ages
16-26) were assisted with information about resume building, interviewing
tips and networking skills. One more session
is planned in this series, and it will be held
March 6 at Rock Bridge High School. Please
contact Sarah Read if you would like to assist.
A Rotary Group Study Exchange Team from Chile will be in Columbia on
April 7-10. Special thanks to Metro Rotarians Audrey Spieler and Tom
O’Connor who have each agreed to host members of the team.
Metro Rotarians will be volunteering for Clean Up COMO on April 11. Please
watch this newsletter for more details as the date approaches.
Nominations are now being accepted for the 2020 Vocational Service Award.
Please forward all nominations to Sarah Read or Loretta Schouten.

INCLEMENT WEATHER REMINDER:

Metro bylaws state that if the Columbia Public Schools cancel
classes due to inclement weather, Metro Rotary will not meet.
Please keep this in mind as winter weather continues.

On March 1, Jean Leonatti will
celebrate 25 years as a Metro
Rotarian!
It was announced that Rob Bartel
will be moving to Rusk
Rehabilitation Center soon. A card
was circulated for members to sign.
Please keep Rob and his family in
your thoughts and prayers as he
recovers.

CONGRATULATIONS
to Anna Drake! She received a
Basket of Enjoyables donated by
Tom O’Connor. We raised $52
for Metro charities.

John Fierke has been proposed
for membership in Metro Rotary.
John is a Senior Software
Engineer with Boxworks
Technologies. His proposed
classification is Software
Development. John’s proposal
was submitted by Audrey
Spieler.

Please contact President Cathy if
you have any questions or
concerns about this proposal.

Congratulations to Jessica Lehmen
and her husband, Josh. They are
expecting a child in July!
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Boone County Assists Refugees
Substitute Sgt.-at-Arms Shane Winter
quizzed members with dinosaur trivia.
Members not knowing that the biggest
Tyrannosaurux rex ever discovered was
found in Canada were given the
opportunity to contribute to Metro
charities.

Janet Thompson (right) is the Boone County
District II Commissioner. She started by inviting
members to participate in the Parley P. Pratt
Freedom Run on July 4 in downtown Columbia.
The run is named after Mr. Pratt who was a
leader in The Church of Jesus Christ of LatterDay Saints. Due to a misunderstanding and
miscommunication in 1838, then Missouri
Governor Lilburn Boggs declared that
“members of the Church must leave the state or
be exterminated.”
Mr. Pratt was jailed for some time, but eventually
escaped, with others, from the Boone County jail on July 4, 1839. The story of
his imprisonment and escape has come to symbolize the importance of
religious freedom in our society. The Freedom Run covers a four-mile course
in downtown Columbia that highlights five symbols of First Amendment
Freedoms during the run: religion, speech, press, assembly and petition.
Unfortunately, many take our freedoms for granted. Others in the world do
not have the opportunities we have in this country, and sometimes they are
forced from their homes and families. The United Nations identifies anyone
who has been forced to flee his or her country because of persecution, war or
violence as a refugee.

Coming Next Week ...
Program

Dr. Peter Stiepleman
Columbia Public Schools
Invocation/Pledge/Fundraiser

tba
Greeter

John John
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Commissioner Thompson informed members that Boone County has been
involved in the resettlement of refugees for decades. The effort to assist was
originally started by the Catholic Diocese of Jefferson City, and Boone County
has been an active participant. She noted that to comply with the President’s
Executive Order in 2019, state and local governments would have to allow
placement of refugees in their respective states and areas. Missouri Governor
Mike Parson approved the continued resettlement of refugees in our state in
late 2019, and the Boone County Commission approved a consent letter the
first week of January 2020.
Metro Rotarian Garrett Pearson is the Executive
Director of City of Refuge, a local non-profit agency
that helps refugees in the community. Commissioner
Thompson commended the agency for its work in
assisting families who are forced from their home
countries and struggle to rebuild their lives. The
Catholic Charities of Central and Northern Missouri
were also applauded for their work in assisting refuges with clothing, housing,
food, orientation, job placement and family services.
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