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Meeting conducted via Zoom videoconferencing

Members with Guests
Member

Guest

Cathy Scroggs .............. Shawn Barnes

Congratulations to Joy Block who
became a great-grandmother on
Mother’s Day!
Congratulations to John Fierke!
He and his wife, Regina, are
celebrating 20 years of marriage
today. In addition, it is his
daughter’s 18th birthday.
Congratulations to Anna Drake!
Her son, Kyle, was named an
outstanding student at Rock
Bridge High School!
Congratulations to frequent
Metro guest Chris Horn who was
elected to the Columbia Public
Schools Board of Education
yesterday.
Happy Birthday to Rotarian
Sherry Major on June 5!
On June 7, Rose Lloyd will
celebrate three years as a Metro
Rotarian!
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Vocational Service Award
Recipients Announced

Shawn Barnes was recognized as
the recipient of the 2019 Vocational
Service Award. Shawn served as
our club’s 22nd president during the
2013-2014 year. In additional to
his Metro leadership, he was
instrumental in establishing the
Little Free Libraries in cooperation
with Kate’s Heart. He has also been
active in the local United Way and
with the Volunatary Action Center.

The status of our future
meetings has been a
topic of conversation.
Metro leadership
continues to focus on the
well-being of members
and guests. As such,
Metro’s Executive
Committee has met, and
it was decided that Metro
Rotary weekly meetings
www.columbiametrorotary.org

Tom O’Connor was recornized as
the recipient of the 2020 Vocational
Service Award. A member of Metro
since 2004, Tom is the owner of
H2O’C Engineering. He is a
multiple Paul Harris Fellow, and he
has served in club and district
leadership positions. Tom has
been instrumental in securing
numberous water and health grants
for projects internationally.

will continue via Zoom
videoconferencing through
the end of June.
Tentative plans are to
return to meeting again at
the Columbia Country
Club in early July. Please
watch the newsletter for
more details as they
become available.
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Vocational Service Assists Those in Need

A total of 35 members participated
in today’s online meeting.
Dues invoices for the 2020-2021
fiscal year have been emailed to
members. Please remit your
payment timely to Treasurer
Rebecca Knipp.

District 6080 leadership training
for officers and board members will
be held online on June 6.
The Metro Board of Directors will
meet June 10 at 1:00 p.m. via Zoom
videoconferencing.
Please contact President-Elect Tom
Rose if you have an interest in
serving on one (or more) of Metro’s
committees during the 2020-2021
fiscal year.

Tom O’Connor has been a very active member of Metro’s Vocational Service
Committee since he joined Rotary. His expertise in the water and energy world
combined with his passion for helping others provides a winning formula to help
those in need. His resume includes: ten years of service on the Columbia Water
and Light Advisory Board; ten years of service on the Missouri American Water
Works Association Board; five years of service on the Energy and Environment
Commission; and numerous presentations dealing with sustainable water, energy
conservation, eco-friendly water treatment, and related topics.
Rotary International states that “Vocational service
calls on us to empower others by using our unique
skills and expertise to address community needs and
help others discover new professional opportunities
and interests.” Tom has led the charge for our club
by seeking out funding opportunities that exist and
drafting the grants for needed funding. Tom stated
that he is very focused on local projects that are
sustainable at a human scale, have a genuine
public interest and have a blend of modern and ancient technologies.
Tom noted that “the human right to water and sanitization” was recognized as a
human right by the United Nations General Assembly on July 28, 2010. For
some reason, the United States and 40 other countries abstained from the vote.
Thanks to Tom’s drive to provide this right, Metro has been involved in several
projects over the past years. Some noted were:
Latur, India Schools (2006)
Bhatkal, India School (2007)
Chandanwadi, India (2008)
Kargaon and Vele, India (2009-10)
Dam allam Koira, Niger (2011)

Ankleshwar, India (2014)
Chandkhed, India (2016)
Pune, India (2017-18)
Pune, India (2019)
Gandevi & Bardoli, India (2020)

In addition to energy and water projects, Metro has
funded a Women Empowerment Project which provided
sewing machines, furniture and training to needy women
of India which resulted in contracts to make uniforms for
companies. Funding for another project provided 50
e-learning units to assist with distance learning for rural
areas around Pune, India. A cervical cancer vaccination
project helped vaccinate over 500 girls aged 9-14 from
low-income families. Metro’s most recent project
provides personal protection equipment for workers at charity hospitals providing
COVID-19 response care.
To view more information about Service, please visit the Metro website at
https://columbiametrorotary.org/what-is-rotary/service-projects/.
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