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Meeting conducted via Zoom videoconferencing

Members with Guests
Member

Guest

Victoria Brees ................ Tracy Mulligan

A total of 32 members and guests
attended today’s meeting online.
The September 23 regular meeting
will be held in-person as well as
livestreamed virtually.

President Tom is recovering from
some scrapes that resulted during a
recent bicycle accident.
Unfortunately, Tom has no
recollection of what happened to
cause the accident, however he is
recovering well.
Shane Winter announced that his
father is recovering from cancer
surgery and has returned home.
Please keep his family in your
thoughts and prayers.

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS
Sgt.-at-Arms Tom O’Connor
quizzed members with explorer
trivia. Members
not knowing that
America is named
after Italian
explorer Amerigo
Vespucci were
given the
opportunity to
contribute to
Metro charities.
COLUMBIA METRO ROTARY CLUB

Nicole Langston from the CPS
Preschool Program will be at Metro
next week at 11:00 a.m. Any
member wishing to read a book (or
two) to be recorded for the students
to view later is encouraged to
attend.
The next online fellowship event is
being planned for September 24.
Shane Winter will forward a link to
the event to members.

The next session of Empowering
Women in Rotary will be held
October 12. Please see page three
of this newsletter for more details.
The Metro Board of Directors will
meet October 14 at 1:00 p.m. at the
Columbia Country Club.
If you would like to nominate an
organization to be considered as a
partner for Metro’s annual trivia
night fundraiser, please visit
https://bit.ly/3c5lNRp. Due date for
the submissions is October 14.
www.columbiametrorotary.org

September Meeting Schedule
Sept. 23 ............. In-person & Virtual
Sept. 30 ........................ Virtual only

Since its inception, this program has
helped local youth by teaching job
skills, setting goals, filling out job
applications and interviewing.
The program will continue this year,
and volunteers are needed to assist
with videos that talk about various
vocations, education/skills needed
and how to connect with possible
employers.
Please contact Sarah Read if you
would like to be a part of this
valuable program.
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Metro Recognized as a
Peacebuilder Club

Columbia Public Schools Update

President Tom informed members
that Metro Rotary has been
designated as a Peacebuilder Club.
Thanks to the leadership of Sarah
Read, Metro joins other Rotary
clubs from around the world in
seeking peaceful conflict resolution.

Chris Horn (right) was elected as a member of the Columbia Public Schools
Board of Education in June 2020. He received the most votes out of four
candidates vying for election. Chris stated that he has always had a heart
for service, and he learned a lot about the educational
opportunities that were available locally when he
participated in the Chamber of Commerce Leadership
Columbia program. While not a native of Columbia,
Chris stated that he and his wife love Columbia and
consider it home.
Chris gave members an update of activities within the
Columbia Public Schools. He started by noting that the
Board of Education members represent diverse
experiences and perspectives. The district enjoys a
supportive community that is passionate about the success of local students.

The mission of this program is to
advance world understanding,
goodwill and peace through the
promotion of programs and projects
that alight with Rotary’s Six Areas
of Focus.
Planning for dialogues with local
youth and community leaders is
already underway. If you have an
interest in learning more about the
program, please contact Sarah at
your earliest convenience.

Due to the pandemic, the Columbia Public Schools began the year in a
virtual environment. The district uses a tracking tool that follows the 14-day
case rate per 10,000 people for COVID-19. If the rate is below 10, in-person
classes will be held, five days a week at the schools. If the rate is between
10 and 50, a hybrid learning environment would exist where students were in
classrooms 2 days each week and online the other 3 days. When the rate is
above 50, students participate in an all-virtual learning environment. Note:
Numbers include only cases identified in areas served by the Columbia
Public Schools and may be different from the Boone County calculated rates.
Finances continue to be a discussion topic as funding from the state has not
been consistent. The district planned to deficit spend for a few years, due to
the opening this fall of a new middle school. Thanks to a well-defined
financial plan, the district is weathering the current situation without serious
issues. He noted that future projects include two new elementary schools
and a new high school. The long-range plan tentatively has bond issues
scheduled for 2022, 2026 and 2028.
The final challenge he addressed was school boundaries. Having a socioeconomic balance at all schools has been difficult. There is strong support
for keeping the feeder school patterns together, and it is agreed students
should not have to drive by one school to attend another.
Chris stated that the goal of the board is to get kids safely back in the
classrooms for instruction. This matter will be a topic of discussion at each
board meeting until students are able to return. The Board of Education will
next meet for a work session on September 24 at 7:30 a.m. at the Aslin
Building on Worley Street.
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The fourth of five seminars in this series will be held October 12 beginning at 6:00 p.m.
Ann Lee Hussey will speak about World Polio Month!
Ann Lee (right) has made the eradication of polio and the alleviation of suffering by polio
survivors her life’s work. In the past 12 years she has actively participated in 25 volunteer
NID (National Immunization Days) teams organizing and leading the last 18 teams herself,
choosing to take those NIDs to places that do not often see westerners – Chad, Mali,
Bangladesh, Niger, Nigeria as well as less “touristy” destinations in Egypt and India – where
the need is greatest and where the publicity and goodwill surrounding the trip are as critical
as the immunizations themselves to help communicate the need for eradication.
She has shared her story and passion hundreds of times carrying the message of PolioPlus
around the Rotary world and beyond, raising money and creating new converts to the fight.
She is determined that no child will needlessly have to suffer what she herself, a polio
survivor, has been through. But for all the immunizations Ann Lee has herself made possible
through NIDs, she considers fundraising and public awareness her most critical accomplishments. Ann Lee’s work
has earned her the International Service Award for a Polio-Free World and the Rotary Service Above Self Award.
Outside Rotary, Ann Lee served as a trustee of York Hospital and currently serves on the board of Port Resources,
an organization that supports developmentally challenged adults in Portland, Maine.
This zoom series is open to all and not limited to women. The EWIR committee was formed to enlighten and inspire
women leaders to join Rotary, and to engage Rotarians and Rotaractors to grow in leadership roles within Rotary.
To register for the event, please visit https://ewirotary.com/register.
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