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Meeting conducted via Zoom videoconferencing

A total of 31 members attended today’s meeting online.

Upcoming Meetings Schedule
October 14......... In-person & Virtual
October 21..................... Virtual only
October 28......... In-person & Virtual

Members with Guests
Member
Guest
Bill Costello ...................... Vickie Kemna

Sergeant-at-Arms
Sgt.-at-Arms Tom O’Connor
quizzed members with Supreme
Court trivia. Ruth Bader Ginsburg,
Associate Justice of the Supreme
Court, died from cancer
complications on September 18,
2020. Members were asked what
link Justice Ginsburg had to
Columbia. The answer was that
Columbia Public Schools
Superintendent Peter Stiepleman
was her nephew.

On October 11, a Corn Hole Tournament will occur at Katfish Katy’s. All proceeds to
towards the Polio Plus Initiative. The event is sponsored by the Rotary Clubs of
Boonville, Columbia and Fayette. Registration is only
$20 per 2-person team. To sign up, please visit
https://www.facebook.com/events/3536643459690415.
The 2020 Rotary Virtual Summit will be held October 10.
Rotarians will share information about Rotary, and the
event is free to all attendees. Please see page three of this newsletter for more
details.
The next session of Empowering Women in Rotary will be held October 12. Please
see page four of this newsletter for more details.
The October 14 regular meeting will be held in person as well as livestreamed
virtually.
Members were encouraged to bring any scrapbooking supplies they may have
available for donation to the October 14 meeting. The supplies will be donated to the
City of Refuge.
The Metro Board of Directors will meet October 14 at 1:00 p.m. at the Columbia
Country Club.
If you would like to nominate an organization to be
considered as a partner for Metro’s annual trivia night
fundraiser, please visit https://bit.ly/3c5lNRp. Due
date for the submissions is October 14.
A Rotary peace building program will be presented online on October 15 at 5:00 p.m.
For details about how to access the program, please see page five of this newsletter.
Metro’s next member/guest social event is planned for
October 29. The event will be held after work at the
Pierpont General Store (7650 MO-163).

Judge Ginsburg

Dr. Stiepleman
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The annual all-Rotary clubs Thanksgiving luncheon is being planned as an all-virtual
event on November 24. Please watch for more details as the date approaches.
www.columbiametrorotary.org
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Boone Electric Cooperative to Expand
Vicki Kemna (right) is the Assistant General Manager at Boone
Electric Cooperative (BEC). She updated members on plans
BEC has for improving their facility.
Happy Birthday to John
Absinthe today!
On October 9, Katie Essing
will celebrate seven years as
a Metro Rotarian!
On October 11, Molly Rippel
will celebrate three years as a
Metro Rotarian!

In December 2020, BEC plans to vacate their current facility
located at 1413 Rangeline Street. Employees will move offsite
and are expected to work from a remote location for approximately
24 months. After employees exit the site, Coil Construction will begin tearing down
the current office building and begin construction of a new facility. Plans are for the
new facility to open in 2023. Vicki noted that the original building was constructed
in 1952, and several additions have been constructed since then.
The new building will house offices for operations and engineering staff. A new
Community Room will be constructed, and a new drive through lane for members
will be built. Additions are also planned for the existing truck garages, as well as
the vehicle maintenance area. In addition, BEC purchased a 14-acre strip of land
between their current property and I-70. The new building, the additions and this
additional land purchase should position BEC well for the future and help them
serve their members.
Vicki also commented about the positive work underway with the Business Loop
CID. Improvements have been made to the area, and revenues are up over this
time last year. She highlighted the shared commercial kitchen space available at
Mizzou North. This allows local small businesses to rent space ($17/hour) to assist
them in serving their customers.

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE
Opportunity #1: Lunches are available for delivery to Columbia kids ages 2-18 thanks to a grant secured by the Columbia Public
Schools. Drivers are needed to assist with the delivery of the lunches. To learn more about this opportunity or to sign up, please
visit https://bit.ly/36jdGQn,
Opportunity #2: Volunteers are requested to provide “homework help” for children served by City of Refuge. If you can help,
please contact Garrett Pearson or visit www.cityofrefugecolumbia.org.
Opportunity #3: Members are encouraged to videotape themselves reading a book (or two) for viewing by the Columbia Public
Schools preschool program. If you need assistance, please contact Shane Winter.
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The fourth of five seminars in this series will be held October 12 beginning at 6:00 p.m.
Ann Lee Hussey will speak about World Polio Month!
Ann Lee (right) has made the eradication of polio and the alleviation of suffering by polio
survivors her life’s work. In the past 12 years she has actively participated in 25 volunteer
NID (National Immunization Days) teams organizing and leading the last 18 teams herself,
choosing to take those NIDs to places that do not often see westerners – Chad, Mali,
Bangladesh, Niger, Nigeria as well as less “touristy” destinations in Egypt and India – where
the need is greatest and where the publicity and goodwill surrounding the trip are as critical
as the immunizations themselves to help communicate the need for eradication.
She has shared her story and passion hundreds of times carrying the message of PolioPlus
around the Rotary world and beyond, raising money and creating new converts to the fight.
She is determined that no child will needlessly have to suffer what she herself, a polio
survivor, has been through. But for all the immunizations Ann Lee has herself made possible
through NIDs, she considers fundraising and public awareness her most critical accomplishments. Ann Lee’s work
has earned her the International Service Award for a Polio-Free World and the Rotary Service Above Self Award.
Outside Rotary, Ann Lee served as a trustee of York Hospital and currently serves on the board of Port Resources,
an organization that supports developmentally challenged adults in Portland, Maine.
This zoom series is open to all and not limited to women. The EWIR committee was formed to enlighten and inspire
women leaders to join Rotary, and to engage Rotarians and Rotaractors to grow in leadership roles within Rotary.
To register for the event, please visit https://ewirotary.com/register.
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