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Thank you . . .
to Karen Brown for presenting
today’s invocation, leading us in the
Pledge of Allegiance and providing
us with a fundraising opportunity.

Members with Guests
Member
Guest
Shane Winter ...............Kristin Stafford
Susan Brandt ................ Ashley Eaves

Visiting Rotarians
Member
Club
Amy Schneider .............. Rotary South

DECEMBER 9, 2020

A total of 21 members attended today’s
meeting in person, and an additional 17
viewed online.
Metro’s Board of Directors will meet at
1:00 p.m. today.
The December 16 regular meeting will be broadcast virtually. Shane Winter
will email everyone a link to the meeting.
If you chose to pay your annual Rotary dues in two installments, please note that
the second payment is now due. Please contact Metro Treasurer Rebecca Knipp
timely to ensure your membership is paid in full.
Planning for Metro’s annual FUNdraiser is underway. The event will be held
February 5, 2021, and details are still being discussed. Rolling Hills Veterinary
Hospital is the presenting sponsor for this year’s event. Please remember: each
member is asked to contribute $100 through ticket sales, raffle sales, auction items,
sponsorships or donations. Proceeds from the event will benefit City of Refuge.
If you would like to purchase a Rotary face mask, you can purchase one (or more)
for $8 each at Hawthorn Bank (1110 Club Village Drive) or Mutrux Automotive
(2100 West Rollins Road) in Columbia.

CONGRATULATIONS

to Audrey Spieler! She received
a $50 donation to The Rotary
Foundation in her name courtesy
of a donation from Karen Brown.
We raised $41 for Metro charities.

Happy Birthday to Les Borgmeyer
today!
Happy Birthday to Rob
Christensen today!

Upcoming Meetings Schedule
December 16................. Virtual only

On December 10, Karen Brown
will celebrate 22 years as a Metro
Rotarian!

December 23................. Virtual only
December 30............ NO MEETING

Happy Birthday to Alissa Gerke
on December 11!
Happy Birthday to Chris Horn on
December 13!
Congratulations to Karen Brown
who has announced her retirement
effective December 31!
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Nominations are being accepted for
Metro Rotary leadership roles for the
2021-2022 year.

Nominations are being requested for
the offices of President-Elect
and for two board of director positions.
The President-Elect is a one-year term that is generally
followed by a year of serving as club president. Both board of
director positions are for three-year terms.
Please consider nominating yourself or a fellow Rotarian for
one of these leadership roles.
Plans are for the club to vote on the proposed officer slate
during the December 23 meeting. Please contact President
Tom if you have any questions about these positions or the
election process.

Charitable Giving Opportunity
Since Metro’s annual tradition of club members ringing the bells
for the Salvation Army will not occur this year, an alternative
way to donate to a needy organization has been suggested.
During November/December, two jars will be available
at all in-person meetings. One jar is for collecting
donations. The second jar is for donors to write
his/her name and the name of a non-profit you
would like to see receive the club’s donation. For
every $5 donated, members have an opportunity
to nominate one agency/organization for a chance
to win.
On December 23, a nomination will be selected from
the second jar. The amount accumulated in the first
jar will go towards the charitable organization (less
10% which will go to the nominating member {please
note the nominating individual has the opportunity to
take the funds, donate the funds to the recipient
organization}).
As there are no more in-person meetings this year, anyone
wishing to contribute is encouraged to visit
https://columbiametrorotary.org/fellowship-activities/make-apayment/
Choose "Other" and state what non-profit you want your
donation to go towards.
Please contact President Tom or Shane Winter if you have
any questions about the process.
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Local Tourism Slowed by Pandemic
Amy Schneider (right)
spoke about the Columbia
Convention & Visitor’s
Bureau (CVB). She has
been with the organization
since 2007, and she has
served as their Executive
Director since 2011.
Amy’s presentation was entitled “The State of the
Tourism Industry.” She noted that the CVB receives the
majority of its funding from a 5% lodging tax currently
being charged in the city. Because of the COVID-19
virus, travel has been greatly reduced, and hotel
occupancy rates have been extremely low. Amy
anticipates it will take well over a year to recover.
Since the beginning of the pandemic, CVB has shifted its
focus from outward communications (tourism) to inward
communications (local partners). Online resources were
created, and the CVB has become a trusted source of
information for partners and visitors. She encouraged
members to visit the new www.meetcomonow.com
website.
COVID-19 has had a huge negative financial impact on
the local community. Amy estimated that losses from not
having the annual Roots ‘n Blues ‘n BBQ Festival were
near $2.7 million. Not having the Show-Me State Games
occur resulted in over $10.5 million in losses. The
cumulative loss resulting from the cancellation of sporting
events has been in excess of $5.4 million. The largest
area of losses (over $18 million) comes from the
cancellation of conferences and meetings.
Amy shared that one positive from the current situation is
that many people are getting outdoors more and doing
family events as a household unit. She noted that from
the January-September time period for 2020, Rock
Bridge State Park was the most visited state park in
Missouri.
In closing, Amy encouraged members to shop local and
support fellow citizens and businesses.
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