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Meeting conducted via Zoom videoconferencing

Members with Guests
Member

Guest

Tom Rose .....................Dr. Albert Hsu

2021 FUNraiser
Planning for Metro’s annual
fundraising event is underway.
This year’s event is planned for
February 5, 2021, and it will be a
virtual event consisting of five
rounds of trivia.

Upcoming Meetings Schedule
December 30 ............ NO MEETING
January 6....................... Virtual only
January 13......... In-person & Virtual

Rolling Hills Veterinary Hospital is
the presenting sponsor for this
year’s event, and additional
sponsorship opportunities exist.
Proceeds from this year’s event
will benefit City of Refuge.
A total of 23 members attended
today’s meeting online.

Metro’s Membership Committee will
meet at 1:00 p.m. today online.
If you chose to pay your annual
Rotary dues in two installments,
please note that the second
payment is now due. Please
contact Metro Treasurer Rebecca
Knipp timely to ensure your
membership is paid in full.
Please remember: each member
is asked to contribute $100
through ticket sales, raffle sales,
auction items, sponsorships or
donations. Please contact Katie
Essing or Les Borgmeyer to
see how you can assist!
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Today, Rob Christensen is
celebrating 24 years as a Metro
Rotarian! Note: only nine members
of our club have a longer record of
membership standing than Rob.

Sergeant-at-Arms
Sgt.-at-Arms Tom O’Connor asked
members to name the planets that
appeared very near each other on
December 21 to form the great
conjunction. The answer was
Saturn and Jupiter, and they were
actually 456 million miles apart.
Conjunctions between these two
planets occur every 20 years, but
this was the closest observable one
since 1226.
Members not knowing answering
correctly were encouraged to
support Metro’s fundraising efforts.

If you would like to purchase a
Rotary face mask, you can
purchase one (or more) for $8 each
at Hawthorn Bank (1110 Club
Village Drive) or Mutrux Automotive
(2100 West Rollins Road) in
Columbia.
www.columbiametrorotary.org
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Charitable Award Announced

Boone County Medical Society

Since Metro’s annual tradition of club members ringing the bells
for the Salvation Army did not occur this year, an alternative
way to donate to a needy organization was been suggested.

Dr. Albert Hsu (right) is Assistant
Professor of Clinical Obstetrics
and Gynecology at the University
of Missouri. He has been at MU
since 2017, and previously worked
at medical facilities in New York,
Massachusetts, Washington, D.C.,
Virginia and New Hampshire.

During November/December, two jars were made available
at all in-person meetings. One jar was for collecting donations,
and the second jar was used to collect names of local nonprofit organizations that members wished could receive the
funds raised. For every $5 donated, members had an
opportunity to nominate one agency/organization for a chance
to win.
During today’s meeting, Shane
Winter’s son, Andrew, drew the
winning name. Congratulations to
the Columbia Center for Urban
Agriculture. They were selected
as the recipient of $544.50 raised
through his process. An additional
$60.50 will be awarded to Jessica
Lehmen as she nominated the winning entry.
Thanks to everyone who contributed!

Dr. Hsu described himself as an academic reproductive
endocrinologist. He is a clinician-researcher with
interests in endometriosis. He is considered a strong
patient advocate, and serves as a clinical instructor to
medical students, residents and fellows. He is the
president-elect of the Boone County Medical Society
(BCMS).
He spoke about the mission of the BCMS, which is “to
support the physicians of Boone, Howard and Cooper
counties and others across the State of Missouri in their
efforts to provide high-quality patient-centered care.”
BCMS provides high-quality medical education for
physicians, advocates for patients in the areas stated
above and mentors the next generation of physicians
through professional development and organized
medicine activities.
Like most everything, COVID-19 has had an impact on
BCMS, and their meetings and presentations have
moved to a virtual presence. Talks continue to be
scheduled, and Dr. Hsu noted that participation in their
webinars has been strong. A sample of recent
programming topics includes:







Controversies Over Wearing Masks
COVID-19 Among Veterans and at the VA Hospital
Reopening Schools in Missouri
Contact Tracing
Potential Risks of Reopening
The Impact of COVID-19 on Underserved
Communities

Members wanting to know more about BCMS were
encouraged to visit www.boonecountymedicalsociety.org.
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