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YEAR 21 (2013-2014) 

Metro was fortunate to have the leadership of President Shawn Barnes (right) 
during 2013-2014.  Officers supporting President Shawn were President-Elect 
Gena Patton, Secretary Rose Hayden, Treasurer Don Ludwig, Past President 
Marcia Machens, Sergeant-at-Arms NAME and Club Historian Jim 
Cherrington.  Board members were Les Borgmeyer, Casey Buckman, Andrew 
Stone, Rob Bartel, Brad Nelson, Jim Spieler, Karen Brown, Sandra Logan and 
Bob Unrath. 
 
Club Service and Activities 
 
Under the leadership of Barb Danuser and Shatenita Horton, Metro’s weekly programming was 
again excellent.  A wide variety of topics were covered by our weekly presenters ranging from 
Rotary-focused areas of interest, to local organizations and associations. 
 
Club business:  On June 20, Past Presidents met at the Columbia Career Center to assist 
incoming leadership with planning for the upcoming Rotary year.   
 
Club social activities:  Monthly social events were held at area locations.  Members enjoyed a 
tour of Warm Springs Ranch on October 12 where they were able to see the Budweiser 
Clydesdale.  On May 3, Metro members enjoyed an outing to enjoy Mizzou baseball vs 
Vanderbilt at University Field.  Casey Buckman coordinated the fourth annual float trip at 
Sandspring Resort in Lebanon June 27-29.  The club’s annual Charter Night celebration was held 
on June 13 at Bleu Restaurant.   
 
 
Community Service 
 
Metro again supported the Food Bank of Central and Northeast Missouri by participating in the 
2013 Club Out Hunger luncheon on August 20 at the Stoney Creek Inn.  Other local civic 
organizations participated in a club fitness challenge.  Metro was proudly represented by Shane 
Winter, Jeremy Morton, Shawn Barnes and Shane Winter.  Shane coordinated Metro’s 
participation in this event. 

 



On November 27, members participated with other Rotary clubs in the 
All-Columbia Rotary Thanksgiving luncheon at the Courtyard by 
Marriott.  Casey Buckman coordinated Metro’s involvement, and over 
$6,000 was raised for local charities.   
 
Rose Hayden led Metro’s team in the 2014 Rootin’ Tootin’ Chili 
Cookoff.  Metro’s culinary skills were evident as Metro’s team placed 
first in their flight! 
 
Metro’s eighth annual Trivia Night was held February 1 at the Knights of Columbus Hall.  
Tonya Wolff and Scott Heck were commended for their efforts in planning and coordinating this 
event.  Over $17,000 was grossed in revenue from this event!  Heart of Missouri CASA was 
selected as the charity to receive the major portion of the event proceeds. 
 
Metro continued its Christmas tradition by adopting two families to receive holiday gifts through 
the Voluntary Action Center.  Also, members rang the bell for the Salvation Army at Hobby 
Lobby on December 7. 
 
On April 29, Shane Winter and Les Gelband accompanied 16 students from Oakland Middle 
School to Jefferson City for the annual Student Government Day.  They visited the State Capitol, 
met with state officials, and ate ice cream at Central Dairy. 
  
Metro’s partnership with Columbia Public Schools Title I program completed its eleventh year.  
In October, 2013, Metro presented its annual Literacy Development Award to the Title I 
program.  The cumulative awards total was $1,500. 
 
During the school year 12 members read to students, donating over 307 hours of their time.  At 
school end we handed out Metro bookmarks to all Title I students.  Metro members also 
provided pies to Title I teachers during Teacher Appreciation Week as well as donations to the 
Columbia Public Schools Foundation.  Finally, during Partners in Education Week in May, 
Metro members participated in the PIE Recognition Breakfast at the Holiday Inn Executive 
Center. 
 
 
Vocational Service 
 
Jeremy Morton led Metro’s involvement to install equipment on the Douglass High School 
fitness trail on September 27.  Members also participated in work days at the learning gardens 
behind Douglass High School in the fall and spring.  Rotarians served as character mentors to 
Douglass students throughout the year. 
 

 



On May 14, Metro recognized Sarah Read as the recipient of this year’s 
Vocational Service Award.  Sarah was recognized for her contributions 
to better the Columbia community.  She has chaired numerous Metro 
committees, assisted with grants and volunteered numerous hours at 
Douglass High School. 
 
 
International Service 
 
Metro joined other Columbia Rotary clubs on March 6 in a fundraising 
event entitled “Breathing Life Into Georgian Babies.”  This event helped train over 100 doctors 
and nurses in neonatal resuscitation.  The medical professionals then travelled to Georgia to 
provide medical support.   
 
Rotary Foundation 
 
Metro Rotary members continued their support of the Rotary Foundation.  Donations have 
continued, and increased, thanks to the leadership of Rotary Foundation Committee co-chairs 
Sandra Logan and Jim Stock.  They worked tirelessly educating and informing members about 
the value of supporting the Foundation.   
 
At the end of the year, 42 members held Paul Harris Fellowships.  New Paul Harris Fellows 
recognized included Jan Beckett, Win Burggraaff (+3), Rob Christensen (+1), Jaime Freidrichs, 
Susan Hart (+3), Rose Hayden (+1), Scott Heck (+1), Pat Hostetler, Rose Lloyd, Terry Phillips, 
Tom Rose (+2) and Bob Unrath (+1). 
 
Recognition  
 
Metro was recognized by Rotary International for attaining “Every Rotarian Every Year” status 
for the third consecutive year!  Metro was the only club in Columbia to receive this recognition. 
 
Metro received its 21st  consecutive Presidential Citation from District 6080 with distinction!  
Congratulations to President Shawn, the Metro officers, board members, committee chairs and 
all members who helped make this year such a success.   
 
New members who joined during the year included Monica Pitts, Connie 
Dewey, Jason Ramsey, Katie Essing, Jim Voigt, Travis Cook, Matt Hayes, 
Sherry Major, Will McWilliams, Dave Overfelt and Brian Toohey.  Metro 
finished the year with 72 members. 
 
For the second consecutive year, Metro’s year concluded on a sad note.  
On March 21, Metro mourned the loss of member Jim Spieler (right).  Mr. 
Spieler was a multiple Paul Harris Fellow, and he served as a devoted 
Rotarian since 1979.  He was a founding/charter member of the Rotary 
South Club in 1989.  He served on the Metro Board of Directors, was a  

 



member of The Rotary Foundation Committee, and he served as the club sponsor for the 2013-
2014 Ambassadorial Scholar.  
 
 

 
 
 
YEAR 22 (2014-2015) 

President Gena Patton (right) led Metro during 2014-2015.  Officers 
supporting President Gena were President-Elect Rose Hayden, Secretary 
Shane Winter, Treasurer Don Ludwig, Past President Shawn Barnes, 
Sergeant-at-Arms Scott Heck and Club Historian Jim Cherrington.  Board 
members were Karen Brown, Sandra Logan Bob Unrath, Anna Drake, Pat 
Hostetler, Andrew Stone, Shatenita Horton, Jeremy Morton and Tonya 
Wolff. 
 
Club Service and Activities 
 
Metro once again enjoyed very informative and educational weekly programming.  We heard 
entertaining classification talks by Dave Overfelt, Brian Toohey, Sherry Major, Will 
McWilliams, Laura Kogut, Matt Hayes, Marissa Todd and Heather McArthur.  We learned about 
activities involving local organizations and local government.  Rotary focused presentations 
focused on Rotary 4 Peace, The Rotary Foundation, Metro’s Rotary Foundation Committee and 
Organ Donation/Rotary for Life.   
 
Club business:  As has become a tradition, Past Presidents met at the beginning of the year at the 
Columbia Career Center to assist incoming leadership with planning for the upcoming Rotary 
year.   
 
Club social activities:  Monthly social events were held at area locations.  On May 2, Metro 
members enjoyed an outing to enjoy Mizzou baseball vs Ole Miss at University Field.  Casey 
Buckman coordinated the fifth annual float trip at Sandspring Resort in Lebanon June 27-29.  
The club’s annual Charter Night celebration was held on June 18 at the Columbia Country Club.   
 
 
Community Service 
 
Under the leadership of Jaime Freidrichs, Metro 
members volunteered a week of service at Wonderland 
Camp from July 27-August 1.  Jaime also coordinated a 
work day at the camp on October 18. 
 
Metro again supported the Food Bank of Central and 
Northeast Missouri by participating in the 2014 Club Out Hunger luncheon on August 21 at The 
Crossing.  Other local civic organizations participated in a club fitness challenge.  Metro was 

 

 



proudly represented by Shane Winter, Charlene Boyes, Casey Buckman, Sandra Logan and 
Jeremy Morton.  Shane coordinated Metro’s participation in this event. 
 
On November 25, members participated with other Rotary clubs in the All-Columbia Rotary 
Thanksgiving luncheon at the Courtyard by Marriott.  Casey Buckman coordinated Metro’s 
involvement, and over $6,000 was raised for local charities.   
 
Metro continued its Christmas tradition by adopting two families to receive holiday gifts through 
the Voluntary Action Center.  Also, members rang the bell for the Salvation Army at Hobby 
Lobby on November 15. 
 
Cale Mitchell served as team captain for Metro’s team in the 
2015 Rootin’ Tootin’ Chili Cookoff on February 28 at the 
Holiday Inn Executive Center.  Scott Heck and Marissa Todd 
were team chefs.  Over $81,000 was raised through this event! 
 
Metro’s ninth annual Trivia Night was held February 6 at the 
Knights of Columbus Hall.  Tonya Wolff, Scott Heck and April Melvin did an excellent job of 
organizing the annual event.  Over $20,000 was grossed in revenue from this event!  Woodhaven 
was selected as the charity to receive the major portion of the event proceeds. 
 
On March 10, Shane Winter and Les Gelband accompanied 50 students from Battle High School, 
Douglass High School and Oakland Middle School to Jefferson City for the annual Student 
Government Day.  They visited the State Capitol, met with state officials, and ate ice cream at 
Central Dairy. 
 
Metro sponsored two students to participate in the annual Rotary Youth Leadership Academy 
(RYLA) held June 28-July 1 on the campus of William Woods University. 
  
Metro’s partnership with Columbia Public Schools Title I program completed its twelfth year.  
On October 2, Metro presented its annual Literacy Development Award to the Title I program.  
The cumulative awards total was $1,500. 
 
During the school year 16 members read to students, donating over 330 
hours of their time.  At school end we handed out Metro bookmarks to all 
Title I students.  Metro members also provided pies to Title I teachers 
during Teacher Appreciation Week as well as donations to the Columbia 
Public Schools Foundation.  Finally, during Partners in Education Week in 
May, Metro members participated in the PIE Recognition Breakfast at the 
Holiday Inn Executive Center. 
 
Metro joined with other Columbia Rotary clubs to participate in a day of 
service at the Food Bank of Central and Northeast Missouri on June 27.  During the day, Steve 
Dulle was installed as Governor of District 6080 and all local club officers were installed. 
 
 

 

 



Vocational Service 
 
Metro again supported students at Douglass High School through mentoring efforts.  Sarah Read 
also coordinated volunteer opportunities at the school to assist with resume review/job 
application assistance, DHS Family Night at Stephens Park and assistance with the new Title I 
pre-school at DHS.  On September 30, members participated in the Missouri River Relief project 
coordinated by Douglass High School biology teacher John Reed.  On October 9, a social event 
was sponsored and other Rotary clubs in Columbia were invited to learn about the Metro’s 
successful partnership with Douglass students.  Metro also assisted with an Empathy Museum 
event at DHS on December 9 and a Job Fair on April 8. 
 
An effort to establish Interact Clubs in the three Columbia high schools was an ongoing project 
throughout the year with local Rotary Clubs.  Douglass High School was designated at Metro’s 
Interact partner.   
 
Metro recognized Dr. Tom Rose (right) as the recipient of this year’s 
Vocational Service Award.  Tom was recognized for being “an excellent 
example of a Rotarian who lives life according to The Four Way Test. His 
loyalty to his family, friends, and colleagues is never doubted.”  Tom has 
been very involved in public education on the state and local levels. In 2013, 
he was named Missouri’s Child Advocate of the Year. He has served 
tirelessly on Metro’s Partner in Education Committee since its inception, and 
he served many years on the Board of Dr. Tom Rose Education for the 
Columbia Public Schools. 
 
 
International Service 
 
Metro joined other Columbia Rotary clubs in hosting a GSE Team from India November 10-13.   
 
Tom O’Connor headed the successful efforts to secure a $4,000 Rotary District Simplified Grant 
and matching funds for a women’s empowerment project in Ankleshwar, India.  Thanks to these 
funds sixty women were hired and trained to operate twenty-five new sewing machines.  
Business was reported to be so great that they had to transfer to a larger facility to meet the 
demand for their services! 
 
Metro again joined other Columbia Rotary clubs in a fundraiser to fund training and equipment 
for Georgian medical professionals to resuscitate newborns who are struggling to breathe.  A 
Mardi Gras Missouri-Style fundraiser was held February 26 at the Reynolds Alumni Center.   
 
Metro and three local Rotary clubs financially assisted local Rotaractor Josh Beck as he visited 
Beirut, Lebanon.  Josh joined five other Rotaractors from around the world for one week as they 
promoted understanding, cooperation and goodwill. 
 
 

 



Rotary Foundation 
 
Metro Rotary members continued their support of the Rotary Foundation.  
Donations have continued, and increased, thanks to the leadership of Rotary 
Foundation Committee co-chairs Sandra Logan and Jim Stock.  They worked 
tirelessly educating and informing members about the value of supporting the 
Foundation.   
 
At the end of the year, 39 members held Paul Harris Fellowships.  New Paul Harris Fellows 
recognized included J. Scott Christianson, Jackson Winn (grandson of the late Jim Spieler), Dr. 
Courtney Barnes (wife of Shawn Barnes, Carl Block (husband of Joy Block), Shane Winter, Don 
Ludwig (+1), Jim Stock (+1), Rob Bartel (+1), Jean Leonatti (+2), Rose Hayden (+2), Audrey 
Spieler (+2) and Travis Cook. 
 
Recognition  
 
Metro received its 22nd consecutive Presidential Citation from District 6080!  Congratulations to 
President Gena, the Metro officers, board members, committee chairs and all members who 
helped make this year such a success.   
 
New members who joined during the year included Doug Shull, Laura 
Kogut, Gary Duncan, Heather McArthur, Marissa Todd, Ryan Maris and 
Rosi Fowler.  Metro finished the year with 76 members. 
 
On April 14, member Nicole Galloway was appointed Missouri State 
Auditor by Governor Jay Nixon.  At the time, Nicole was serving as the 
Boone County Treasurer, and her appointment will complete the term of the 
late Tom Schweich.   
 
 

 
 
 
YEAR 23 (2015-2016) 

Rose Hayden assumed the presidency for the 2015-2016 
year.  She was supported by President-Elect Sarah Read, 
Secretary Shane Winter, Treasurer Don Ludwig, Past 
President Gena Patton, Sergeant-at-Arms John John and 
Club Historian Jim Cherrington.  Board members were 
Anna Drake, Pat Hostetler, Andrew Stone, Shatenita 
Horton, Jeremy Morton, Tonya Wolff, Charlene Boyes, 
Jaime Freidrichs and Lori Pewitt. 
 
 

 

 
Nicole Galloway 

 
Rose Hayden 



Club Service and Activities 
 
Shatenita Horton and Katie Essing co-chaired Metro’s Program Committee for the year, and our 
programming was again excellent.  A new addition to the programming rotation was the 
inclusion of “re-classification talks.”  These talks were presented by veteran members of the 
club, enabling the newer members to learn more about those who have been members for an 
extended period of time.  Members participating in these talks were Cindy Whaley, Ryan Maris, 
Bette Wordelman, Les Gelband, Karen Brown, Rob Christensen, Bill Costello, Shatenita Horton, 
Casey Buckman, Scott Heck, Barb Danuser, Anna Drake, Sandra Logan, Joy Block, John John, 
Don Ludwig, Tim Springer, Audrey Spieler,  
  
New members presenting their classification talks included Rosi Fowler, Mandy Schick, Carl 
Neitzert, Keith Shaffer, Scott Mackey, Leanne Geiss, Andrew Jira,  
 
Metro joined other Columbia Rotary clubs in sponsoring a new club.  The Columbia Evening 
Club began meeting in the spring of 2016. 
 
On February 22, Metro joined other clubs at Shakespeare’s South in observance of Rotary Day. 
 
Metro’s programming was once again varied, informative and entertaining.  We learned about 
local organizations, associations, and Metro Committees.     
 
Club business:  Sarah Read oversaw an update to Metro’s three-year strategic plan. The plan was 
approved by the Board of Directors in December, 2015. A major change in dues structure was 
approved by the Board of Directors this year, and beginning July 1, 2016, annual dues will 
increase to $200.00 per member. 
 
Club social activities:  Monthly social events were 
enjoyed at The Industry, Bleu, Room 38, 44 Canteen, 
Tropical Liqueurs and Agave Mexican Restaurant.   
Casey Buckman coordinated the sixth annual float trip 
at Bass River Resort near Steelville on June 10-12.  The 
club’s annual Charter Night celebration was held on 
June 16 at President Rose’s home.   
 
Community Service 
 
For the month of July, Metro participated, along with other clubs in District 6080, in a “Food 
Fight.”  Clubs were divided into two teams (north vs. south) depending upon their respective 
location in the district.  Donations of time, money or food made to legitimate charitable 
organizations and activities, preferably those involved with Feeding Missouri, a coalition of the 
six Missouri Food Banks were counted.  For Metro’s part, a volunteer day at the Food Bank was 
held on July 30.  Rotarians also volunteered at the Food Bank on October 7. 
 
Jaime Freidrichs again served as a liaison for Metro members to volunteer a week of service at 
Wonderland Camp from July 26-31. 

 



Metro again supported the Food Bank of Central and Northeast Missouri by participating in the 
2015 Club Out Hunger luncheon on August 25 at the Elks Lodge.  Other local civic 
organizations participated in a club fitness challenge.  Metro was proudly represented by Casey 
Buckman, Tonya Wolff, Les Gelband and Mandy Schick.  Casey coordinated Metro’s 
participation in this event. 
 
Metro’s partnership with Columbia Public Schools Title I program completed its thirteenth year.  
On October 7, Metro presented its annual Literacy Development Award to the Title I program.  
The cumulative awards total was $1,500. 
 
On October 17, President Rose and Leah Christian represented Metro and taught children about 
energy conservation as part of the Light Up Rotary community service project, a partnership 
with the CoMo Energy Challenge and CMCA’s Weatherization Program to provide energy 
efficiency education and products to Columbia residents. 
 
On November 24, members participated with other Rotary clubs in the All-Columbia Rotary 
Thanksgiving luncheon at the Courtyard by Marriott.  Shatenita Horton coordinated Metro’s 
involvement, and proceeds benefitted Welcome Home and Rotaract.   
 
Joy Block coordinated the bell ringing schedule as members assisted the Salvation Army at 
Hobby Lobby on November 14. Also, Shawn Barnes and Leah Christian coordinated Metro’s 
efforts to again adopt a family for Christmas through the Voluntary Action Center.  
 
Ryan Maris and Cale Mitchell served as co-captains for Metro’s team in the 2016 Rootin’ 
Tootin’ Chili Cookoff on February 27 at the Holiday Inn Executive Center.   
 
Metro’s ninth annual Trivia Night was held February 5 at the Knights of Columbus Hall.  Laura 
Kogut and April Melvin served as the event’s organizers, and they had a strong supporting cast 
of volunteers.  True North was selected as the charity to receive the major portion of the event 
proceeds. 
 
On March 9, Shane Winter and Les Gelband 
accompanied 41 students from Battle High School, 
and Oakland Middle School to Jefferson City for 
the annual Student Government Day.  They visited 
the State Capitol, met with state officials, and ate 
ice cream at Central Dairy. 
 
Metro sponsored Jadie Arnett, a sophomore at Rock Bridge High School to participate in the 
annual Rotary Youth Leadership Academy (RYLA) held June 28-July 1 on the campus of 
William Woods University. 
  
On April 29, Metro members participated in an All-Columbia Blood Drive to benefit those in 
need. 
 

 



During the school year, a Metro record 20 members volunteered over 400 hours to our Title I 
Partner in Education relationship.  As in the past, personalized Metro bookmarks were 
distributed at the end of the school year to all Title I students.  Metro members also provided pies 
to Title I teachers during Teacher Appreciation Week.  Finally, during Partners in Education 
Week in May, Metro members participated in the PIE Recognition Breakfast at the Holiday Inn 
Executive Center. 
 
Vocational Service 
 
Leah Christian assisted with the successful funding proposal “Light Up Rotary” which allowed 
for 38 local families to each receive LED lights.  The project directly related to the local COMO 
Energy Challenge. 
 
Metro continued its support of Douglass High School students.  On October 15, Rotarians 
accompanied Douglass students on a Missouri river trip to study the effects of human behavior 
on water quality and healthy ecosystems.  On October 27, Rotarians assisted with a Mock Job 
Fair at the school.  In addition, Metro continued its mentoring efforts with Douglass students as 
Sarah Read coordinated volunteer opportunities at the school.  The Third Annual Job Fair at 
Douglass High School was held on April 14. 
 
Rotary Foundation 
 
Sandra Logan and Jim Stock continued their stellar leadership of this committee.  Metro was 
recognized by District 6080 as a district that achieved the honor of being recognized as a club 
that satisfied Every Rotarian Every Year (EREY) giving for the past year.  The initiative 
encourages Rotary members to contribute $100 each year to support local and international 
projects.     
 
At the end of the year, 43 members held Paul Harris 
Fellowships.  New Paul Harris Fellows recognized 
included Tonya Wolff, Charlene Boyes, Travis Cook, 
Greg Logan, Sandra Logan (+1), Rob Bartel (+2), Win 
Burggraaff (+4), Lori Pewitt (+1), Sarah Read (+1), 
Marissa Todd, Audrey Spieler (+3), Susan Hart (+7), 
Shawn Barnes (+2), Jan Beckett (+1), Norm Benedict 
and Heather McArthur. 
 
Recognition  
 
Metro received its 23rd consecutive Presidential Citation from District 6080!  Congratulations to 
President Rose, the Metro officers, board members, committee chairs and all members who 
helped make this year such a success.   
 
Kudos to Jaime Freidrichs and Casey Buckman for implementing a new Membership Committee 
process which brought many new visitors to weekly meetings.  New members who joined during 
the year included Mandy Schick, Carl Neitzert, Keith Shaffer, Scott Mackey, Leanne Geiss, 

 



Andrea Jira, Victoria Brees, Jason Knipp, Craig Martin, Jeremy Winter and Tim Sullivan.  Metro 
finished the year with 81 members. 
 
Thanks to the efforts of Sarah Read, Metro enjoyed having a Service Learning intern for the 
January-May time period.  Hannah Younger was a senior at MU majoring in International 
Studies, and she graduated in May.  Originally from St. Charles, Hannah was very helpful with 
Metro projects.   
 
 

 
 
 

YEAR 24 (2016-2017)  

The Rotary International theme for this year was “Rotary Serving 
Humanity.”  Sarah Read began her leadership of Metro on July 6, 2016.  
Her officers for the year were President-Elect Tom Rose, Secretary Shane 
Winter, Treasurer Don Ludwig, Past President Rose Hayden, Sergeant-at-
Arms Jaime Freidrichs.  Board members were Chris Dohm, Shatenita 
Horton, Tonya Wolff, Charlene Boyes, Jaime Freidrichs, Lori Pewitt, Lori 
Neidel, Monica Pitts and Audrey Spieler. 
 
The Metro year began with a restructuring of committees.  The new structure was outlined as 
follows: 
 
 Club Administration 
 Communications 
 Foundation and RI 
 Fundraising 
 Membership 

o Application Review & Membership Recruitment 
o Family of Rotary 
o Fellowship 

 Programs 
 Service 

o Community Service 
o International Service 
o New Generations Service 
o Partners in Education 
o Vocational Service 

 
During the year, the club bylaws were reviewed extensively, and suggested edits were 
recommended.  The revised bylaws were approved by club vote on April 5, 2017. 
 

 



Club Service and Activities 
 
This year’s Program Committee was co-chaired by Rose Hayden and Scott Heck.  Excellent 
programming occurred during the year, and Metro was honored to host District 6080 Governor 
David Bixler on July 14.  New members presenting their classification talks included Victoria 
Brees, Jeremy Winter, Craig Meyer, Jason Knipp, Dave Driscoll, Tim Sullivan, Susan Brandt, 
Brian Cracraft, Jenny Flatt, Shanda Davis, JJ Musgrove, Shelley Sigholtz and Beth Lammers.  
 
During the year, Metro co-sponsored a “Leadership Serving Humanity” series with Rotaract.  
The first session was held August 25 at Woodhaven and the program was entitled “Leadership: 
What and Why.”  The second event was held October 27, and the focus of the presentation was 
“Managing Up.”  The third presentation of the series was entitled “Board Basics,” and it was 
held March 23.   
 
On October 24, members participated in World Polio Day with other local clubs by attending a 
live webinar presentation by the Centers for Disease Control.  The event was held in the 
Community Room at First State Community Bank. 
 
On August 27, Metro members attended the Sunrise Southwest Rotary Club’s 3rd Annual Kick 
Off Cook Off at Parkade Plaza.  The event provided delicious tailgate-style food and beverages 
served up by Columbia’s tastiest restaurants.  Numerous local Rotarians, family members and 
friends enjoyed food, beverages and fellowship. 
 
Club Business   
 
Metro’s Membership Committee was co-chaired by Katie Essing and Casey Buckman.  They 
began an incentive program whereby members who brought guests to the weekly meetings were 
entered into a monthly drawing for a free lunch or tickets during the weekly fundraising 
opportunity.  Winners throughout the year included Rob Bartel, Shatenita Horton, Mandy 
Schick, Jeremy Winter, Tim Sullivan, Jean Leonatti, Sarah Read, Lori Neidel and Laura Kogut. 
 
Metro concluded the year with 77 members.  New members added during the year included 
Brian Cracraft, Shelley Sigholtz, William Kerwin, David Driscoll, Susan Brandt, Shanda Traiser, 
Beth Lammers, Jenny Flatt, JJ Musgrove, Rose Lloyd and Stephany Schler. 
 
Club social activities:  Monthly social events were enjoyed at Logboat Brewing Company, The 
Moose Room, Billiards on Broadway, and Dickey’s Barbeque Pit.   Metro Rotarians supported 
Rotaract’s annual “Taste of the Tropics” event on March 16.  On April 14, members joined other 
local Rotarians for a Rotary Day at the ballpark as the MU Tigers baseball team hosted the 
Kentucky Wildcats.  Casey Buckman coordinated the seventh annual float trip at Bass River 
Resort near Steelville on June 23-24.  The club’s annual Charter Night celebration was held on 
June 16 at the historic Blind Boone Home in downtown Columbia.  Special thanks to Carl 
Neitzert for coordinating this successful event on behalf of the club. 
 
 
 



Community Service 
 
Early in the year, Metro was notified that it was the 
recipient of a District Simplified Grant which will 
help build on our club’s past mentoring experiences.  
The funds were used to build a mobile-friendly 
website, “Reach Out Metro,” connecting youth ages 
16-26 in the Columbia area to Rotary projects, 
programs and resources.  The official kick-off of the 
program was held January 24, 2017.  As part of the 
project, four “Meet the Managers” sessions were 
held throughout the year at the Family Impact Center.  Each session provided local youth the 
opportunity to learn about different job areas and interact with local professionals.  The first 
session was held February 28, and the topic discussed was “General Expectations; Working in an 
Office.”  The second session was March 28, and it covered “Jobs in Healthcare.”  The third 
session was held on April 25, and it highlighted “Jobs in Construction.”  The final session was 
held May 23, and it focused on “Jobs in Technology.”  Numerous Rotarians volunteered time to 
serve as panel members and speak to local youth in attendance. 
 
Rotary Week at Wonderland Camp was held July 24-29.  A few Metro members were able to 
attend for a day and help the campers with programs and services.  On May 7, Rotary Day at 
Wonderland Camp was held which featured the donation of new playground equipment donated 
by various Rotary clubs.   
 
Metro’s partnership with Columbia Public Schools Title 
I program completed its fourteenth year.  On September 
28, Metro presented its annual Literacy Development 
Award in the amount of $1,500 to the Title I program.  
Since the inception of this partnership, over $20,000 has 
been awarded by Metro to the Title I program.  In 
addition, Metro Rotarians participated in the Columbia 
Public Schools’ “Read for the Record” on October 27, 
2016.  This was a national campaign launched over a 
decade ago to assist young children with reading skills. 
 
Leah Christian coordinated two service events for 
members in October and November.  On October 15, members participated in a sweet potato 
harvest at the Metro garden behind Douglass High School.  Over 300 pounds were harvested at 
the event!  On November 4, members celebrated the harvest with students at a bonfire at 
Stephens Lake Park. 
 
Leah Christian also played a key role in Metro sponsoring a row in the Columbia Center for 
Urban Agriculture garden.  The garden is located on a 1.3 acre tract of land near downtown 
Columbia.  Crops grown in the garden are used in the “Planting for the Pantry” program which 
ensures that fresh produce from the farm reaches those in need.  It is estimated that in one year’s 
time a row will produce 760 servings of tomatoes, 338 servings of kale, 638 servings of collards, 

 

 



178 servings of carrots or 625 servings of green onions and scallions.  On May 6, Metro 
Rotarians volunteered a day of service at the farm. 
 
Responsibility for organizing the annual All-Columbia Rotary Thanksgiving luncheon rotates 
between the local clubs.  This year, Metro was the lead club.  Thanks to Laura Kogut and 
Victoria Brees for organizing the successful event.     
 
Rotarians continued the annual tradition of ringing bells for the Salvation Army in front of 
Hobby Lobby.  Joy Block again coordinated Metro’s efforts, and members braved the weather on 
December 10 on behalf of the charity.   
 
Metro’s tenth annual Trivia Night was held February 3 at the Knights of Columbus Hall.  Laura 
Kogut and Victoria Brees served as the event’s organizers, and they had a strong supporting cast 
of volunteers.  EnCircle Technologies was selected as the charity to receive the major portion of 
the event proceeds, and the organization’s members sold over ten tickets to the event!  Tom 
O’Connor’s team was this year’s victorious team. 
 
On April 6, Metro co-sponsored a speaker and concert event with EnCircle Technologies.  Aaron 
Likens, spoke about his experiences as an individual diagnosed with autism and the challenges 
and gifts of those who have autism.  Local singer/songwriter Merry Ellen Kirk performed a 
special concert for attendees at the Columbia Art League.   
 
In April, Shane Winter chaperoned 45 students from 
Battle High School, and Oakland Middle School to Jefferson City for the annual Student 
Government Day.  They visited the State Capitol, met with state officials, and ate ice cream at 
Central Dairy. 
 
Metro sponsored local students Cole Galbraith, Logan Widhalm and Jack Winn to participate in 
the annual Rotary Youth Leadership Academy (RYLA) held June 26-29 on the campus of 
William Woods University.  The students spoke to Metro on August 10, and they relayed their 
learning experiences and appreciation for Metro’s support. 
  
Metro members continued their strong volunteering efforts through the Partner in Education 
relationship with the Columbia Public Schools’ Title I program.  Over 20 members read to 
students, or had students read to them throughout the school year logging over 400 hours in 
service.  During end-of-year celebrations at the schools, Metro bookmarks were presented to 
Title I students.  As in the past, Metro made/purchased pies for Title I teachers which were 
delivered during Teacher Appreciation Week.  The annual PIE Recognition Breakfast was held 
in May, and Metro members attended in support of the relationship. 
 
Vocational Service 
 
In addition to the new ReachOut Metro program, Metro continued its support of Douglass High 
School students through mentoring and other volunteer efforts.   
 



Metro recognized Dan Scotten as the recipient of this year’s Vocational Service Award.  Dan has 
been active in the Columbia community since 1975, when he came to Columbia to serve as 
President of Commerce Bank.  Dan was lauded for being an active Rotary member for many 
years.  He served as president of Northwest Rotary Club in 1985, and he played an active role in 
the establishment of half of Columbia’s current Rotary clubs.  Dan was commended for his 
activeness in the local community.  He was one of the founders of the Columbia Chamber of 
Commerce Ambassadors, and he has been involved in celebrating the opening of over 2,500 
local businesses!  Dan is a 24-year prostate cancer survivor, and a long-time fundraiser for the 
American Cancer Society, the Cancer Research Center and Ellis Fischel Cancer Center.  He was 
the first chairman of the Relay for Life in 1995. 
 
In addition to Rotary and the local Chamber (of which he which he served as President in 1982), 
Dan has given his time and talents to numerous other entities.  He served 18 years as a member 
of the Columbia College Trustees, and he has served as an active fundraiser for Stephens 
College, the University of Missouri and the University of Central Missouri (his alma mater).  For 
years, he served as a volunteer and assistant Crusade Chair for the United Way.  He was 
chairman of Advent in the 1980s (now Job Point), and he has been an adviser and fundraiser for 
both the Missouri State Historical Society and the Boone County Historical Society.  Finally, he 
has twice served on the Missouri Lions Eye Research team. 
 
The Rotary Foundation 
 
District 6080 honored Jim Stock for his leadership and efforts on behalf of 
The Rotary Foundation.  A Charter member of our club, Jim has worked 
tirelessly to encourage new and continued contributions to The Rotary 
Foundation.   
 
To continue, and increase, donations to The Rotary Foundation, Metro’s 
Foundation Committee organized a fundraising opportunity whereby 
members could purchase glasses to safely view the upcoming solar eclipse 
on August 21, 2017.   The glasses were very popular, and the fundraiser 
was a tremendous success. 
 
Sandra Logan and Jim Stock continued their stellar leadership of this committee.  Metro was 
recognized by District 6080 as a district that achieved the honor of being recognized as a club 
that satisfied Every Rotarian Every Year (EREY) giving for the past year.  The initiative 
encourages Rotary members to contribute $100 each year to support local and international 
projects.     
 
At the end of the year, 44 members held Paul Harris Fellowships.  New Paul Harris Fellows 
recognized included Anna Drake, Scott Mackey, Lori Neidel, Andrew Stone, Tom Rose (+3), 
Karen Brown (+1), Jim Cherrington (+1), Don Ludwig (+2), Rose Hayden (+5), Shane Winter 
(+1), Marnie Clark (+4), Susan Hart (+8), Heather McArthur (+1), Jim Stock (+2) and Carl 
Neitzert.   
 
 

 



Recognition  
 
Metro received its 24th consecutive Presidential Citation from District 6080!  Congratulations to 
President Sarah, the Metro officers, board members, committee chairs and all members who 
helped make this year such a success.   
 
Because Metro is composed of many outstanding professionals, numerous recognitions occurred 
during the year for personal and professional contributions to the Columbia community.  Victoria 
Brees was named a finalist in the Professional Excellence category for the 2016 Columbia Daily 
Tribune Women in Business Awards.  Anna Drake won First Place in the Fiber Art category 
during the Boone County Art Show in October at Central Bank.  Tim Springer was presented the 
A.C. Burrows Award by the Association of Missouri Electric Cooperatives at the organization’s 
annual meeting.  This award recognizes directors and employees of electric cooperatives for 
outstanding service to their cooperative, community and service areas.  Laura Kogut was a 
finalist for the 2017 Young Athena Award which is presented annually by Women’s Network to 
an exceptional individual who is an emerging leader in his/her business profession, who gives 
back to the community in meaningful ways and who clearly serves as a role model for young 
women both personally and professionally.  Finally, Bette Wordelman’s skills were so 
impressive that she was lured away from Columbia.  Bette became the Deputy of Director of the 
Finance Department for the City of Lee’s Summit in March, 2017. 
 
For the second year in a row, Metro enjoyed the services of a Service Learning intern.  Morgan 
K. Morgan was a senior Psychology major at the University of Missouri.   
 
 

 
 
 

YEAR 25 (2017-2018)  

The Rotary International theme for this year was “Rotary: Making a 
Difference.”  Dr. Tom Rose presided over his first meeting as club 
President on July 5, 2017.  Officers for the year were President-Elect  
Karen Brown, Secretary Shane Winter, Treasurer Laura Kogut, Past 
President Sarah Read and Sergeant-at-Arms Jason Knipp (later  
Mandy Schick).  Board members were Charlene Boyes, Jaime 
Freidrichs, Lori Pewitt, Lori Neidel, Monica Pitts, Audrey Spieler, 
Rob Bartel, Don Ludwig and Craig Meyer.  Tom began the year by 
offering to meet members, as they are available, for breakfast on 
Saturday mornings at the Hy-Vee location on Nifong.   
 
 
 
 

 



Club Service and Activities 
 
Craig Meyer served as the chair of the Program Committee for the year.  A wide variety of 
programming was again featured with excellent presenters.  Metro was honored to host District 
6080 Governor Dr. Melvin Platt on August 30.  New members presenting their classification 
talks included Rose Lloyd, Leigh Anne Haun, Jessica Lehmen, Molly Rippel, Margaret Conroy, 
and Graham Kent.   
 
On August 26, Metro participated in the Columbia Rotary clubs’ Kick-off Cook-Off.  Delicious, 
tailgate-style food was provided by thirty of Columbia’s tastiest restaurants.  Proceeds from the 
event were used to support humanitarian service projects.   
 
On October 24, members participated in World Polio Day with other local clubs by attending a 
live webinar presentation by Rotary International to commemorate the birth of Jonas Salk.  The 
event was held at Woodhaven. 
 
On May 19, member Rotarians, family members and friends met at University Field on the 
University of Missouri campus to watch the Tigers host the Tennessee Volunteers in SEC 
baseball action.  Fun and fellowship were enjoyed by the attendees.   
 
Club Business   
 
A new initiative began this year with the implementation of Visitor’s Day on March 7.  On that 
day, members were encouraged to bring prospective members to the weekly meeting.  A total of 
21 visitors were present to learn more about Rotary.    
 
Metro concluded the year with 78 members.  New members added during the year included 
Leigh Anne Haun, Les Borgmeyer, Molly Rippel, Jessica Lehmen, Jackie Walters, Graham 
Kent, Margaret Conroy, Amanda Lucas and Loretta Schouten. 
 
Club social activities:  Monthly social events were enjoyed at Sparky’s Ice Cream, The 
Heidelberg, DogMaster Distillery, Barred Owl Butcher & Table, Access Arts and Flat Branch 
Pub & Brewing.  Members continued their support of Rotaract by participating in the local club’s 
annual Taste the Tropics fundraiser.  This year’s event was held March 22 at Tropical Liqueurs 
on South Providence.   
 
The club’s 25th annual Charter Night celebration was held on June 14 at the Boone County 
Historical Society.  One of the highlights of the event was the karaoke machine, and several 
members shared their talents. 
 
Community Service 
 
In July, members participated in the 10th Annual Boone County Back to School Health Fair.  
Members donated school supplies for needy students. 
 



Metro continued its presence of helping local youth 
through the Reach Out Metro program.  Sessions 
were again presented at no charge to area youth who 
were interested in learning more about opportunities 
that may be available to assist them.  All of the 
programs were held at The Family Impact Center.  
Sessions entitled “Meet the Manager” were held, and 
good attendance was reported.  Topics discussed 
included:  Technology; Arts, Hospitality & Tourism; 
Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources; and Business Management & Administration, Finance, 
Marketing.  Also, a youth mental health first aid training opportunity was held on April 28.  The 
session informed participants about how to assist someone who may be encountering a mental 
illness or crisis.  
 
On March 17, Sarah Read moderated a panel discussion at Jabberwocky Studios.  The topic for 
the evening was Immigration, and attendees enjoyed an informative evening. 
 
Rotary Week at Wonderland Camp was held July 23-29.  A few Metro members were able to 
attend for a day and help the campers with programs and services.  Wonderland Camp hosted a 
Friends of Camp Donor Recognition Event at the Eldon Community Center on February 17 to 
recognize individuals and organizations that have been supporters of the camp. 
 
Metro’s partnership with Columbia Public Schools Title I program completed its fifteenth year.  
On April 11, Metro presented a check for $7,000 to the program to assist with growing the 
library at the Center for Early Learning-North.  The weekly meeting was moved to the learning 
center, and members enjoyed a tour of the facility as 
well.  The funds presented represent a 50/50 match from 
District 6080, and the three-year grant was awarded 
early in the fiscal year.  Since the inception of the 
partnership, over $27,000 has been awarded by Metro to 
the Title I program.   
 
Leah Christian coordinated Metro’s participation in the 
Harvest Hootenanny, an event that annually raises funds for the Columbia Center for Urban 
Agriculture.  Leah also organized volunteers for Clean Up Columbia on April 14.  Members 
cleaned up an area of the MKT Trail near the Scott Boulevard access point.   
 
November 21 was the date of the annual All-Columbia Rotary Thanksgiving luncheon.  The 
event was held at the Courtyard by Marriott.  Thanks to Victoria Brees for coordinating Metro’s 
participation in the luncheon.       
 
Thanks to Joy Block’s coordination, Metro Rotarians once again rang bells for the Salvation 
Army.  Members ran the bells on December 2 in front of Hobby Lobby on behalf of the charity.   
 

 

 



In December, members volunteered time to assist the Voluntary Action Center with their 
Holiday Program collection and distribution.  Members also contributed items to fulfill a 
Douglass High School student’s Christmas wish list.   
 
Metro’s 11th annual Trivia Night was held February 2 at the Knights of Columbus Hall.  Anna 
Drake did an excellent job coordinating the event, and members were very supportive of the 
fundraiser.  First Chance for Children was this year’s charity, and a check for $3,500 was 
presented to the organization.  Congratulations to Rose Hayden’s team for being this year’s 
champion! 
 
On April 19, Rotarians Shane Winter and Les Gelband 
chaperoned 16 students from Battle High School and 
Oakland Middle School to Jefferson City for the annual 
Student Government Day.  They visited the State 
Capitol, met with state officials, and ate ice cream at 
Central Dairy. 
 
Metro sponsored local students Riley Cole and Grant Bradshaw to participate in the annual 
Rotary Youth Leadership Academy (RYLA) held on the campus of William Woods University.  
Riley attended from June 25-28, and Grant attended from July 9-12.  Grant spoke to Metro on 
August 9, and he shared experiences learned from the week and expressed his appreciation for 
Metro’s support. 
  
In April, Metro celebrated its 15th year as a Partner in Education with the Columbia Public 
Schools’ Title I program.  Our club was recognized at the annual PIE Recognition breakfast on 
May 4.  Throughout the year, over 20 members read to students, or had students read to them 
logging over 400 hours in service.  During end-of-year celebrations at the schools, Metro 
bookmarks were presented to Title I students.  As in the past, Metro made/purchased pies for 
Title I teachers which were delivered during Teacher Appreciation Week.  In June, Metro 
presented retiring CPS Title I Preschool Program Director Mary Rook with an engraved set of 
Rotary glasses in appreciation of her devotion of time and talents to the club’s Partner in 
Education relationship.   
 
On May 30, Metro Rotarians volunteered at the Kilgore’s Community Garden.  They worked 
prepping the soil for the upcoming crop season.  The garden supplies fresh produce to the Nora 
Stewart Early Learning Center and the Central Food Pantry. 
 
Throughout the year, Metro Rotarians participated in the Rotary Tree Planning Project.  Rotary 
International President Ian Riseley challenged all Rotary Clubs to plant one tree for each 
member.  A highlight of the project was a mass planting of 350 trees in partnership with the City 
of Columbia along the Forum Nature Trail.  Trees were donated for planting by Forest ReLeaf 
from St. Louis.  Species planted included oak, walnut, cherry, birch, redbud, holly and 
hackberry. 
 
Members donated numerous pairs of eyeglasses to District 6080.  The eyeglasses will be 
transported to countries during upcoming mission trips to help those less fortunate. 

 



Vocational Service 
 
On July 19, Dr. Cathy Scroggs (right) was recognized as the 
recipient of Metro’s 2017 Vocational Service Award.  A 
member of Metro since 2003, Dr. Scroggs retired in early 2017 
as Vice Chancellor of Student Affairs at the University of 
Missouri.  Dr. Scroggs began her career in education as a high 
school science teacher, and she got her start in student affairs at 
Stephens College as a residence hall director. Prior to becoming 
vice chancellor, she served as director of Student Life and 
assistant director of Residential Life/Greek Life at MU. Dr. 
Scroggs is married to Rotarian Stuart Scroggs, and they have 
two daughters and one grandchild. In her spare time, she is 
active with the Columbia Chamber of Commerce, Heart of Missouri United Way and Voluntary 
Action Center. She was the 2009 chair of the local United Way campaign, and she has also 
served as their board president. In 2013, she received the Jack Mathews Award for leadership, 
dedication and achievement on behalf of United Way.  She has been an active member of Metro 
Rotary since 2003. She has been supportive of Metro activities and served as our club’s 
Sergeant-at-Arms during the 2008-2009 year. 
 
The Rotary Foundation 
 
The Rotary Foundation Committee sold solar eclipse glasses in early 2017.  Members used the 
glasses to view the total solar eclipse on August 21.  In total, 1,500 glasses were sold, and net 
proceeds from the sales were $1,774.  Proceeds from the sale of the glasses benefit The Rotary 
Foundation. 
 
Metro has been fortunate to have the consistent and capable leadership of Sandra Logan and Jim 
Stock as co-chairs of this committee.  Their devotion to The Rotary Foundation helped Metro to 
again be recognized by District 6080 as a club that satisfied Every Rotarian Every Year (EREY) 
giving for the past year.  The initiative encourages Rotary members to contribute $100 each year 
to support local and international projects, and Metro met this requirement.     
 
At the end of the year, 41 members held Paul Harris Fellowships.  New Paul Harris Fellows 
recognized included Ginny Northcutt (+1), Les Gelband (+3), Casey Buckman, Charlene Boyes 
(+1), Scott Mackey (+1), Win Burggraaff (+5), Joy Block (+2), Tom O’Connor (+1), Pat 
Hostetler (+1), Jean Leonatti (+3), Jim Cherrington (+2), Stuart Scroggs, Cathy Scroggs, Shane 
Winter (+2), Rose Hayden (+5) and Rob Bartel (+4). 
 
Recognition  
 
Metro received its 25th consecutive Rotary Citation, formerly the Presidential Citation, from 
District 6080!  Congratulations to President Tom, the Metro officers, board members, committee 
chairs and all members who helped make this year such a success.   
 

 



During the 2017 All-Columbia Rotary Club Thanksgiving Luncheon, Rotarian Susan Hart was 
recognized as the District 6080 Rotarian of the Year!  This award is given in recognition of 
dedicated service and loyal devotion to the ideas of Rotary.  In addition, Susan received the 
Citation for Meritorious Service from the Trustees of 
The Rotary Foundation.   
 
On February 21, Metro celebrated Rotary 
International’s 113th birthday (two days early).  
Members also celebrated Rotaract’s 50th Anniversary 
and Susan Hart’s district recognitions. 
 
Metro members continued to be recognized in the 
community.  In October, Anna Drake received a First 
Place ribbon for her art work “No Brain.”  Her art was displayed at Central Bank downtown for a 
month.   
 
 

 
 
 

YEAR 26 (2018-2019)  

Karen Brown (right) began her term as Metro’s 27th president on July 11, 
2018.  The Rotary International theme for this year was “Be The 
Inspiration.”  Officers for the year were President-Elect Cathy Scroggs, 
Secretary Shane Winter, Treasurer Laura Kogut, Past President Tom Rose 
and Sergeant-at-Arms Mandy Schick.  Board members were Lori Neidel, 
Monica Pitts, Audrey Spieler, Rob Bartel, Don Ludwig, Craig Meyer, Les 
Borgmeyer and Victoria Brees.   
 
Club Service and Activities 
 
Metro’s Program Committee again did a stellar job of securing interesting and educational 
speakers.  Metro was honored to host District 6080 Governor Susan Haralson on July 25.   
 
Metro entered a team into the PolioPlus Cornhole Tournament on September 16 at Katfish 
Katy’s.   
 
Club Business   
 
Metro’s 2nd Annual Visitor’s Day was held March 6.  Members were again encouraged to invite 
prospective members to the weekly meeting.  A total of 13 visitors were present to learn more 
about Rotary.    
 

 

 



Metro concluded the year with 78 members.  New members added during the year included 
Tatha Todd, Rebecca Knipp, Todd Mackey and John Absinthe.  
 
Victoria Brees worked tirelessly to lead the Membership Committee during the year.  She 
encouraged members to regularly invite prospective members to weekly luncheon meetings and 
educated members about underrepresented classifications.   
 
Kudos to Lori Neidel and Sarah Read who headed up a review of the club’s strategic plan.  After 
much work and discussion, an updated plan for 2019-2022 was drafted and presented to 
members for review.  The plan was approved on April 10.   
 
Club social activities:  Monthly social events were enjoyed at 
Broadway Brewery, Shiloh, Gunter Hans, Pressed, The Vault, Room 
38, 44 Canteen, The Roof and Flat Branch Pub & Brewery.  Members 
continued their support of Rotaract by participating in the local club’s 
Craft Beer & Carts fundraiser on June 23.  The event was held at 
Logboat Brewing Company, and personal energy transportation 
(PET)/mobility carts were purchased, constructed and donated to 
benefit Mobility Worldwide. Metro’s cart was constructed in memory of Stuart Scroggs.   
 
The club’s 26th annual Charter Night celebration was held on Jun3 21 at the Food Bank of 
Central and Northeast Missouri.   
 
Casey Buckman coordinated the 9th Annual float trip on July 20 at Bass River Resort near 
Steelville.  
 
Community Service 
 
Mandy Schick coordinated Metro’s participation in Boone County’s 12th Annual Back to School 
Health Fair.  Members donated school supplies for needy students. 
 
The Reach Out Metro program continued to help local youth.  Members provided job shadow 
opportunities to interested youth and served as mentors for Battle High School students.  
Members assisted students with planning and composing resumes as well as scholarship 
applications/essays.  The “Meet the Managers” sessions returned for another round, and the first 
session was held September 25 and discussed the importance of networking skills.  The second 
session was held October 23, and the program covered building a resume, finding a job and 
keeping a job.  A third session was held November 27, and youth learned about what to expect in 
an interview and practiced their interviewing skills.  On February 26, a leadership course was 
provided to local youth.   
 
Metro coordinated a celebration of youth on July 31.  Reach Out Metro, RYLA, Rotaract and 
Interact were highlighted.  During the event, “little libraries” were constructed for the Kate’s 
Heart charity.  On October 6, members met at Jabberwocky Studios to paint four additional 
libraries that were constructed for the charity.   
 

 



Metro sponsored local student Aya Bellaoui to participate in the annual Rotary Youth Leadership 
Academy (RYLA) held on the campus of William Woods University.   
 
Metro provided a “Stop the Bleed” training program on August 8 at the Columbia Country Club.  
Attendees learned how to deal with traumatic events and assist people suffering from severe 
blood loss before medical help arrives.   
 
On November 1, members participated with other Columbia Rotary Clubs at the dedication of a 
new playground at the Columbia Center for Urban Agriculture. A District Simplified Grant 
provided the funds to construct the new playground which is fully accessible to special needs 
children.  A work day was held June 24 to ensure the playground was ready for children to 
access during the summer.   
 
In March, Metro had its sponsorship of a new Interact Club at Battle High School certified by 
Rotary International!  The club was very successful with energetic members.  During their first 
year, they created and facilitated the MAC Achievement Conference, secured Battle’s TEDx 
license, assisted with two STEAM Night presentations, partnered with Metro Rotary on Clean 
Up Columbia and led the Spartan Stream Team clean up of Franklin Island.   
 
Thanks to Reach Out Metro, local youth were provided an opportunity in January to participate 
in a MU Law School mediation session.  MU professors guided the discussion for students who 
are considering a future legal career.   
 
Mandy Schick served as the coordinator for Metro’s participation in Clean Up Columbia 2019 on 
April 13.  Members cleaned up an area near Capen Park off Rock Quarry Road.     
 
Metro members had a strong showing at the All-Columbia Rotary Club Thanksgiving luncheon.  
This year’s luncheon meeting was held November 20 at the Hampton Inn & Suites.         
 
Joy Block once again coordinated Metro’s participation in the annual ringing of the bells for the 
Salvation Army.  Members ran the bells on November 17 in front of Hobby Lobby on behalf of 
the charity.  In April, Major Jack Holloway, Area Business Administrator for the Salvation Army 
and Lori Benson, Community Relations Director presented a Certificate of Appreciation to 
Metro Rotary for members’ continued support of the Salvation Army’s bellringing campaign.   
 
Craig Meyer coordinated Metro’s 12th annual Trivia Night.  This year’s event was held February 
1 at the Knights of Columbus Hall.  Jabberwocky Studios was this year’s charity, and a check for 
$3,500 was presented to the organization.  Congratulations to Tom O’Connor’s team for being 
this year’s champion! 
 
On April 18, Rotarians Shane Winter and Les Gelband chaperoned four students from Columbia 
schools Jefferson City for the annual Student Government Day.  They visited the State Capitol, 
met with state officials, and ate ice cream at Central Dairy. 
 



In April, Metro celebrated its 16th year as a Partner in Education 
with the Columbia Public Schools’ Title I program.  Throughout 
the year, members read to students, or had students read to them 
logging over 400 hours in service.  During end-of-year 
celebrations at the schools, Metro bookmarks were presented to 
Title I students.  As in the past, Metro made/purchased pies for 
Title I teachers which were delivered during Teacher 
Appreciation Week.     
 
In June and July, Reach Out Metro partnered with Youth Volunteer Corps to provide summer 
projects for local youth.  Locations for the projects were:  Food Bank of Central and Northeast 
Missouri, Salvation Army Thrift Store and the Columbia Center for Urban Agriculture.   
 
The Rotary Foundation 
 
On August 15, Dr. Raymond Plus visited Metro and announced to members that Susan Hart had 
achieved Major Donor: Level 1 status with The Rotary Foundation!  Individuals are recognized 
as a Major Donor once their contributions reach a cumulative total of $10,000.   
At the end of the year, 47 members held Paul Harris Fellowships.  New Paul Harris Fellows 
recognized included Craig Meyer, Karen Brown (+2), Rob Christensen (+2), Tom Rose (+4), 
Beth Lammers, Sandra Logan (+2), Sarah Read (+3) and Rob Bartel (+5).  
 
Recognition  
 
Tom Rose attended the 2018 Rotary District 6080 and District 6110 joint conference in October.  
He returned to report that Metro was the recipient of the 2017-2018 Rotary Citation.  In addition, 
Metro was recognized as a member of the 100% Giving Club for its support of The Rotary 
Foundation last year.  Congratulations to all the members who helped make the past year such a 
success. 
 
Metro was saddened at the unexpected passing of member Stuart Scroggs 
(right) on October 24, 2018.  Stuart joined Metro in December, 1996, and 
he served our club in many leadership roles.  He served on our Board of 
Directors from 1999-2002, he was our Sergeant-at-Arms during the 2002-
2003 year, and he served in every officer position.  He was our 16th Club 
President during the 2007-2008 year.  Stuart was a successful architect in 
Columbia for over 35 years.  He was a devoted husband, father, 
grandfather and active community member.  Metro forwarded a donation 
in Stuart’s memory to the Voluntary Action Center.   
 
In September, member Monica Pitts’ company, MayeCreate, was 
recognized as an Outstanding Small Business by the Central Missouri Fundraising Professionals.   
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
YEAR 27 (2019-2020)  

Rotary International’s theme for the 2019-2020 year was “Rotary 
Connects the World.”  On July 3, 2019, Cathy Scroggs (right) 
began serving as Metro’s 28th president.  Officers for the year were 
President-Elect Craig Meyer, Secretary Shane Winter, Treasurer 
Laura Kogut, Past President Karen Brown and Sergeant-at-Arms 
Mandy Schick.  Board members were Rob Bartel, Craig Meyer, Les 
Borgmeyer, Victoria Brees, Anna Drake and Mandy Schick.   
 
The year was unique in that the COVID-19 pandemic arrived in 
Columbia.  March 11 was Metro’s last regular weekly in-person 
meeting for the year.  Like other people and businesses, Metro adjusted, and weekly meetings 
were held virtually to conclude the year.  Members are to be commended for their flexibility and 
willingness to work together to continue the mission of Rotary.   
 
Club Service and Activities 
 
Weekly programs continued to be a highlight for the club.  The tradition of high-quality speakers 
continued with a wide variety of topics covered.  Metro was honored to host District 6080 
Governor Paul Reinert on August 21.  Members presenting their classification talks during the 
year included Todd Mackey, Rebecca Knipp, John Absinthe, Garrett Pearson and Ajay Vinzé.   
 
To encourage donations to The Rotary Foundation, Katie Essing and Mandy Schick provided 
unique opportunities for members to contribute.  On September 25, “Pie to End Polio” was the 
theme, and Shane Winter was a good sport and took a pie to the face to encourage contributions.  
On October 2, a pie eating contest was held, and Casey Buckman was the winner.  On October 9, 
a representative from Peggy Jean’s Pies (PJP) attended our weekly meeting and sold baby pies to 
members.  PJP generously agreed to donate 25% of the pie sales to Polio Plus!   
 
Metro entered a team into the Corn Hole Tournament on October 20 at Katfish Katy’s.  Proceeds 
from the event benefitted Polio Plus.   
 
Club Business   
 
Metro concluded the year with 78 members.  New members added during the year included Ajay 
Vinzé, Garrett Pearson, Penny Kuhns-Knarr and John Fierke.   
 

 



Club social activities:  Monthly social events were 
enjoyed at Shiloh, Flat Branch Pub & Brewing, 
Shakespeare’s Pizza West, Fuzzy’s Taco Shop and 
COMO Growlers & Pints.   
 
Community Service 
 
Metro members were once again generous with their 
donation of school supplies as the club successfully 
participated in Boone County’s 13th Annual Back to School Health Fair. 
 
Reach Out Metro began the year by partnering with the Secondary EEE students in the Columbia 
Public Schools.  Metro members assisted the students with internship planning.  Rotarians also 
served as mentors with Battle High School students.  In addition, members volunteered time to 
speak to students during a career fair held at Rock Bridge High School.  Members worked with 
students from the Douglass High School ELL program and provided dialogue training to 22 
Interact Students at Centro Latino.  Loretta Schouten and Sarah Read led over 50 local high 
school students through dialogue training and helped them plan for an upcoming TEDx program.  
Members continued to help students with resumes, interviewing and other job-related skills.   
 
For the second year in a row, Metro coordinated a celebration of youth.  On July 22 at 
Shakespeare’s Pizza West, students from Reach Out Metro, RYLA, Rotaract and Interact were 
highlighted.  Kudos to Sarah Read and Loretta Schouten for organizing the event.   
 
Metro sponsored local students Liam Rose and Josephine Bolte to participate in the annual 
Rotary Youth Leadership Academy (RYLA) held on the campus of William Woods University.  
Liam visited Metro on August 14 and expressed his appreciation for Metro’s sponsorship and 
shared experiences he encountered during his week at RYLA.   
 
Members participated in a workday on September 21 at the Columbia Center for Urban 
Agriculture.  Thanks to Mandy Schick for organizing this event. 
 
Metro Rotary joined other Columbia Rotary clubs in purchasing thirteen new markers for the 
African-American Heritage Trail in Columbia.  The final markers were unveiled during a special 
ceremony on October 23.   
 
In January, Metro presented $5,000 from a District 
Simplified Grant to the Hallsville School District to 
help purchase computer equipment for their special 
education students.   
 
Members volunteered time at the Food Bank for Central 
and Northeast Missouri on February 26.   
 
As in past years, Metro members were supportive of the All-Columbia Rotary Club 
Thanksgiving luncheon.  This year’s luncheon meeting was held November 26 at Hampton Inn 

 

 



& Suites.  Special thanks to Molly Rippel and Beth Lammers for serving as our club’s liaisons 
for this event.   
 
On December 7, Metro members volunteered their time to ring bells for the Salvation Army in 
front of Hobby Lobby.  Thanks to Joy Block for coordinating this event.   
 
Katie Essing coordinated Metro’s 13th annual Trivia Night (below).  This year’s event was held 
February 7 at the Knights of Columbus Hall.  Kate’s Heart was this year’s charity, and a check 
for $3,500 was presented to the organization.  The winning team was The Jackson Five.  Special 
kudos to Charlene Boyes who worked tirelessly in securing donations for the event’s auctions.   
 

 
 
In April, Metro celebrated its 17th year as a Partner in Education with the Columbia Public 
Schools’ Title I program.  This year was unique for the relationship in that members reading to 
students was cut short due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Nevertheless, over twenty Rotarians 
spent meaningful time reading to students from August – March.   In April, Metro was notified 
that a District Simplified Grant in the amount of $3,200 was approved to be used for curriculum 
funding for the next three years by the preschool program! 
 
International Service 
 
Metro partnered with other Columbia Rotary Clubs to support a clean water project in Uganda 
this year.   
 
Metro participated in an international project that provided personal protective equipment to 
individuals in India.  Along with donations from other Rotary clubs and matching funds from 
Rotary International, the project provided over $42,000 worth of needed equipment.  Thanks to 
Tom O’Connor for his leadership in this project.   
 
Vocational Service 
 
Shawn Barnes (right) was recognized as the recipient of the 2019 
Vocational Service Award.  Shawn served as our club’s 22nd president 
during the 2013-2014 year.  In additional to his Metro leadership, he was 
instrumental in establishing the Little Free Libraries in cooperation with 
Kate’s Heart.  He has also been active in the local United Way and with 
the Volunatary Action Center.  
 

 



Tom O’Connor (right) was recornized as the recipient of the 2020 
Vocational Service Award.  A member of Metro since 2004, Tom is the 
owner of H2O’C Engineering.  He is a multiple Paul Harris Fellow, and he 
has served in club and district leadership positions.  Tom has  been 
instrumental in securing numberous water and health grants for projects 
internationally. 
 
The Rotary Foundation 
 
New Paul Harris Fellows recognized included Scott Mackey (+2), Katie Essing (+2), Lori Neidel 
(+1), Les Borgmeyer (+1), Jaime Freidrichs (+1),  Jan Beckett (+2), Joy Block (+2), Karen 
Brown (+3), Marnie Clark (+5), Jim Sharrock (+1), Heather McArthur (+2), Rose Hayden (+7) 
and Shane Winter (+3).   
 
Metro was commended during the year for having the highest per capita giving to The Rotary 
Foundation of any Columbia Rotary club.  Kudos again to Sandra Logan and Jim Stock for their 
leadership of this committee.   
 
Recognition  
 
Susan Hart was recognized by Inside Columbia magazine as one of “10 People Transforming 
Columbians’ Lives.”  She was lauded for her work on behalf of The Rotary Foundation.  The 
same magazine also recognized Susan Brandt for her expertise as a Workplace Consultant and 
Rebecca Knipp for her skills as a Certified Public Accountant.   
 
COMO Living magazine named Sherry Major Most Impactful Staff Member.  Sherry works for 
the Missouri Women’s Business Center where she helps people who want to open or grow their 
own businesses.   
 
Alissa Gerke was named the 2019 Realtor of the Year by the Columbia Board of Realtors.   
 
Garrett Pearson’s organization, City of Refuge, received the Group 2020 Diversity Award during 
the Columbia Values Diversity Celebration in January.   
 
For the second year in a row, Metro was saddened to unexpectedly lose a 
member during the year.  After suffering a stroke during surgery in 
February, Rob Bartel (right) passed away on May 10, 2020.  Rob joined 
Metro in May 2009.  He served on our club’s Board of Directors from 
2011-2014 and from 2017-2020.  He was the President-Elect for the 
2020-2021 Rotary year.  Rob was very generous in his support of the 
Rotary Foundation.  He was a multiple Paul Harris Fellow having 
achieved a +5 status in his cumulative giving!  A software developer by 
vocation, Rob was the “go to guy” for all things IT for our club meetings 
and special events.  Metro made a financial contribution to Kate’s Heart 
in memory of Rob.   
 

 

 



Congratulations to Metro Rotarian Chris Horn who was elected to the Columbia Public Schools 
Board of Education on June 2.  He will serve a three-year term.   
 

 
 
 


