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Announcements

Tom Rose ................. Nasser Yazdani

A total of 30 members and guests attended today’s virtual meeting.

Susan Brandt ............... Martha Leahy

Thanks to all members who volunteered at the Food Bank last Thursday
evening.
An outdoor social for members and friends to view Eagle nests is planned
for April 11. Please see page three of this newsletter for details.
The April 14 regular meeting will be held in person and broadcast virtually.
Shane Winter will email everyone a link to the meeting.

Happy Birthday to Heather
McArthur on April 8!
April 9, Sherry Major will celebrate
seven years as a Metro Rotarian!

Armed Service Veterans
District 6080 is planning to
honor all service members at
the upcoming district
conference. If you are an armed
service veteran, please contact
Shane Winter. Metro would like
to express its
thanks and
appreciation to
all who have
served our
country.
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Metro’s Board of Directors will meet April 14 at 1:00 p.m. at the Columbia
Country Club.
The Rotary Club of Columbia is hosting a speaker from the Federal Reserve
on April 15 at 12:00 noon. You can attend by going to https://bit.ly/2OsgRia.
A “Metro Meet My Pet” virtual fellowship is being planned for April 29.
President Tom will be present to answer any pet-related questions.
As in years past, Metro will be sending students to
the Missouri Rotary Youth Leadership Award
(RYLA) Academy in late June/early July. This
year’s academy will be held on the campus of the
University of Central Missouri in Warrensburg.
Please contact Sarah Read if you know of an
incoming/outgoing high school sophomore who may benefit from this
experience.

April 14................ In-person & Virtual
April 21............................Virtual only
April 28................ In-person & Virtual
www.columbiametrorotary.org
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Support The
Rotary Foundation
Opportunities remain this year to
support The Rotary Foundation. The
Rotary Foundation helps make lives
better in communities locally and
worldwide.
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Climate Change & Environmental Health
Dr. Nasser Yazdani is an Assistant Teaching Professor
in the University of Missouri School of Health
Professions. He spoke to members about climate
change and the affect it has on the environment.
Dr. Yazdani began by noting the difference between
weather and climate. Weather is the mix of events
that happen each day in our atmosphere. Climate is
the weather patterns over a long period of time in a
specific area. He noted the relationship between population and the
environment. As the environment degrades, the size of the population that
can be supported shrinks. As a result, this will lead to hunger, disease, etc.
Energy balance of the Earth is important, and this can change over time.
Several factors that could cause those changes include:
 Changes in the amount of the sun’s energy reaching Earth;
 Changes in the reflectivity of the atmosphere and Earth’s atmosphere; and
 Changes in the greenhouse effect.

The greenhouse effect is the process by which radiation from a planet’s
atmosphere warms the planet’s surface to a temperature above what it would
be without this atmosphere. CO2 and other gases in the atmosphere (i.e.
methane, nitrous oxide, fluorinated gases) trap heat, keeping the Earth
warm. These gases are emitted by the following economic sectors:
Electricity & heat production............................................ 25%
Agriculture, forestry & other land use .............................. 24%
Industry ........................................................................... 21%
Transportation................................................................. 14%
Other energy................................................................... 10%
Buildings ........................................................................... 6%
Dr. Yazdani spoke about the impact factory farms have on the environment.
Thousands of hogs, cattle and poultry are crowded into confined spaces,
being fed and tended to by automated systems. The global livestock
population is at an all-time high of 28 billion animals, and animal agriculture
is the highest source of greenhouse gases methane and nitrous oxide.

Please contact Sandra Logan or Jim
Stock if you would like to contribute.
COLUMBIA METRO ROTARY CLUB

He also spoke about air pollution and its effect on the environment. Also, the
lack of safe water available for millions of people worldwide leads to healthrelated issues. He noted several actions that could be taken, on an industry
level and a personal level, that could be more beneficial to the environment.
www.columbiametrorotary.org
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Metro Rotary Outdoor Social Planned for April 11
to View Eagle Nests in the McBaine Bottoms
There are five known Bald Eagle nests in the McBaine bottoms --- all are currently holding eaglets. Two of
the eagle nests are easily seen from public land. One is at Eagle Bluffs Conservation Area and can be
seen from your car. The other is near the intersection of the Katy Trail and the MKT and requires a short
walk (10 minutes are less). You will see at least one bald eagle guarding the nests. If we are lucky, a
parent will fly in with food and the eaglets will eagerly extend their heads above the nest rim enhancing our
view. Below Is a recent picture of one of the nests.

We will visit two nests – pick the one that fits your ability/time or come for both. Meeting location for both
is the Katy Trail State Park parking lot at McBaine (next door to the McBaine Waste Water Treatment
plant). We will congregate under the kiosk near the toilets.
5:00p --- we will drive from the Katy Trail lot to the Eagle Bluffs location (about 5 miles). This is the
location that requires NO walking.
6:15p --- we will walk from the Katy Trail SP lot toward the MKT trail and Columbia Wetland Unit #1
(about 10 minute walk).
We will return to the parking lot around 7:30ish. Please bring binoculars if you have them; camera with
telephoto lens if you want photos (sorry, you will not be close enough for a “phone” photo to work). Make
an evening of it and bring a picnic meal or walk the Katy Trail before the event. All ages welcome. In
case of rain, this event will be cancelled.
For more information, contact your hosts: Anna Drake 573.864.5074 or Jean Leonatti 573.819.6914.
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