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to Tom Rose for providing today’s
invocation, leading us in the Pledge
of Allegiance and providing a
fundraising opportunity.

Members with Guests
Member

Guest

Anna Drake ........................ Greg Drake
Tom O’Connor ........... Brian Yearwood

Metro’s Board of Directors will meet
at 1:00 p.m. today. All members are
invited to attend.
Metro members are encouraged to
bring a prospective new member to
the next club social on March 24 at
Rio Grande Mexican Restaurant
(3306 West Broadway) after work.
Metro members will volunteer at the
Food Bank on April 7 beginning at
5:30 p.m. To sign up to participate,
please visit https://bit.ly/3pWhyQl.

Congratulations to Penny
Kuhns-Knarr and John Fierke
who will each celebrate twoyear anniversaries as Metro
Rotarians on March 11!

is asked to send two members to
training to help serve as liaisons for
this program.

CONGRATULATIONS
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Nominations are also being
accepted for the 2022 RYLA
Academy. Applications are
available at https://bit.ly/3rUpkdK.
Nomination deadline is March 31.
If you have any questions, please
contact Loretta Schouten or
Sarah Read.

Metro’s 12th Annual Float Trip is
planned for the weekend of July 16
at Bass River Resort in Steelville.
Please contact Casey Buckman if
you would like to attend.

Happy Birthday to Molly Rippel
on March 12!

to Win Burggraaff! He was
the recipient of $40 in gift cards
to The Candy Factory donated
by Tom Rose.

Nominations are being accepted
for the 2022 Vocational Service
Award. Please visit
https://bit.ly/3IHRYWb to access
the nomination form. Due date for
submissions is March 16. If you
have any questions, please
contact Loretta Schouten or
Sarah Read.

Columbia Rotary clubs are joining
together to assist Afghan and
Ukraine refugees. Each Rotary club
www.columbiametrorotary.org

On Friday, April 8, Catholic Charities
is sponsoring a training session
beginning at 11:00 a.m. at the
Rocheport Community Hall (503
Third Street) in Rocheport. Please
contact President Margaret if you
would like to participate.
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Happy Hat
Sgt.-at-Arms Tom O’Connor
invited members to share good
thoughts and news about the topic
of their choice. Today’s
contributors included Andrea
Quiroz-Jira, Valerie Ninichuck,
and Rebecca Knipp.
Today, we learned about the
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago.

Specifically, Trinidad and Tobago:










Is the southernmost island
country in the Caribbean and is
known for its fossil-fuel wealth.
Is located less than seven miles
off the coast of northeastern
Venezuela.
Obtained independence in
1962, becoming a republic in
1976.
Is well known for its African and
Indian cultures, reflected in its
large and famous Carnival
celebration.
Is the birthplace of the limbo
and the calypso music style.
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COLUMBIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS UPDATE
Dr. Brian Yearwood (right) is completing his first
year as the superintendent of the Columbia Public
School district. He reported many positive things
happening within the district, and informed members
about the projected enrollment growth and current
state of facilities.
The District regularly assesses facility needs and
updates its goals and plans accordingly. An
appropriate learning environment is needed for
students to progress, and providing teachers and
staff the appropriate tools to be successful is a
necessity.
Dr. Yearwood noted the Board of Education has a proposal that will be on
the April 5, 2022 election ballot. The proposal calls for a no-tax-rate-increase
bond issue to be approved in the amount of $80 million. It was emphasized
that the issue will not require a tax levy increase. Bond debt for the district is
paid using the debt service fund. The fund is used to pay principal, interest
and fees on outstanding bond issues. The current debt service levy rate is
$0.9719 per $100 of assessed valuation.
The difference between a bond issue and a tax levy was explained. By law,
bond issues only provide funds for new construction, renovation of existing
facilities, technology and the purchase of equipment. Tax levy funds are used
to pay for operating costs such as salaries, benefits, materials and supplies.
Bond funds cannot be used to pay for operating expenses.
The proposed $80 million bond issue would cover the following:








$53.0 million – two new elementary schools; one will be built on the
property CPS owns adjacent to John Warner Middle School, and
the land for the other elementary school will need to be purchased
$19.5 million – addition to Battle Elementary
School and addition/facility renovation at
Columbia Area Career Center
$3.5 million – ADA enhancements, facility
maintenance and improvements including
roofs, tuckpointing HVAC and other projects
$4.0 million – safety/security and technology

Members were encouraged to vote on April 5, 2022.
www.columbiametrorotary.org
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