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Announcements!
to Jean Leonatti for providing
today’s invocation, leading us in the
Pledge of Allegiance and providing a
fundraising opportunity.

Visiting Rotarians
Rotarian

Club

Warren Prost ................... Jefferson City

An All-Columbia Rotary
Club fellowship event is
planned for April 28 at
Bur Oak Brewing
Company (8250 Trade
Center Drive).
On April 30, Metro members and
friends will meet at 9:00 a.m. at Jay Dix
Park and clean up part of the trail as
part of Cleanup Columbia 2022. Please
contact Shane Winter if you wish to
volunteer.
Sarah Read informed members of an
opportunity to assist local youth on
May 3 from 4:30 – 6:00 pm. Volunteers
will provide guidance to sharpen the
students’ job skills. Please contact
Sarah if you are willing to volunteer.

Congratulations to Sherry Major
whose son will be getting married
April 30!
Congratulations to Andrea
Quiroz-Jira, and her husband Jeff,
as they celebrate their 15th
wedding anniversary April 30!
Congratulations to Rebecca Knipp,
whose daughter will turn 8 years
old on April 30!
Congratulations to Lori Dobry who
will celebrate twenty-seven years
as a Metro Rotarian on May 1!
Congratulations to Molly Rippel
who is beginning new
employment with Athletico
Physical Therapy in Columbia!
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Metro members will
volunteer at the Food
Bank on May 5
beginning at 5:30 p.m.
To sign up, please visit
https://bit.ly/3KnjqZN.
Metro’s Board of Directors will meet at
1:00 p.m. on May 11 at the Columbia
Country Club. All members are invited
to attend.
The 2022 Rotaract Craft Beer & Carts
fundraiser is planned for July 17.
Please watch for more details as the
date approaches.

NEW MEMBER PROPOSED

APRIL 27, 2022

Happy Hat
Substitute Sgt.-at-Arms Shane
Winter invited members to share
good thoughts and news about the
topic of their choice. Today’s
contributors included Sherry Major,
Andrea Quiroz-Jira, Jan Beckett,
Sarah Read, and Rebecca Knipp.
Things we learned today:
 Saturday is a day where many
things are happening (i.e.
weddings, anniversaries,
birthdays).
 Jan Beckett, and her husband
Wilson, were the beneficiaries of
the actions of a local Good
Samaritan this morning.
 Sarah Read’s home in St. Joseph
is getting a new coat of paint!

CONGRATULATIONS
to Les Gelband! He was the
recipient of a $40 gift card to
Break Time donated by Jean
Leonatti. We raised $50 for Metro
charities.

Elaine Martin has been proposed for
membership in Metro Rotary. Elaine is
retired from the University of Missouri
where she served as a Data Analyst.
Her proposed classification is Retired.
Elaine’s proposal was submitted by
Audrey Spieler.
www.columbiametrorotary.org
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CLASSIFICATION TALKS
Valerie Ninichuck

Dr. Adam Blumhagen

Valerie is originally from Aledo,
Illinois, and spoke of fond
memories growing up on a farm
raising pigs and chickens. She
has four siblings, and two stepchildren. She informed members
that she is excited about
becoming grandmother in June!

Adam is a Technology Transfer
Manager with the University of
Missouri-Columbia Engineering
Department. He received his Ph.D.
in the Department of Mechanical
and Aerospace Engineering from
the University of Missouri in 2013
where he researched plasma
processing.

Valerie is an Insurance Agent/Owner at Shelter
Insurance in Columbia. She has worked in the
insurance field for 9½ years. She spoke of the types
of insurance she can provide people (life, auto, home),
and encouraged members to review their current
insurance coverage. She noted the importance of
being covered appropriately no matter what
circumstance may present itself.
In her spare time, Valerie loves the outdoors. She
loves to hike, hunt and fish. She shared a story of
catching a 250-pound shark off the coast of
Galveston, Texas! Valerie loves to help others, and
she enjoys the community-minded focus of Rotary.
She expressed her appreciation for being a member
of our club, and she hopes to get to know everyone
better very soon.
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Adam explained that he works closely with MU
employees regarding patent and copyright matters. He
plays a key role in researching various inventions and
evaluating the marketability of new items.
Adam is married to Jennifer, and they are the proud
parents of a five-year old daughter. His wife is currently
a Kindergarten teacher at Alpha Hart Lewis Elementary
school in Columbia. Adam is originally from Oregon,
and he shared the fun fact that he and his daughter
were both born in the same hospital! Prior to coming
back to Missouri, he was employed by Intel Corporation
in Hillsboro, Oregon.
Adam indicated that he was drawn to the strong
philanthropy record of Metro Rotary, and he hopes to
become more involved with our community projects.
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