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Loretta Schouten is Metro’s 31st President
to Tom O’Connor for providing
today’s invocation, leading us in the
Pledge of Allegiance and providing a
fundraising opportunity.

Members with Guests
Member
Guest
Penny Kuhns-Knarr ..... Jennifer Gordon
Casey Buckman................... John Fabsits
Casey Buckman.................... Chris Bush

Visiting Rotarian

Member
Club
Warren Prost .......... Jefferson City West

Happy Birthday to the following
Rotarians who will be celebrating
birthdays this week:
Bill Costello ............................... July 9
Katie Essing ............................. July 11
Susan Hart............................... July 12
Penny Kuhns-Knarr ............... July 12
On July 11, Bob Unrath will
celebrate 21 years as a Metro
Rotarian!

At today’s meeting, Loretta Schouten (right) began her
term as Metro’s leader for the 2022-2023 year. Loretta
currently serves as the Development Director for the Central
Missouri Stop Human Trafficking Coalition. Her classification
is Non-Profit Management, and she has been a member of
Metro since June 2018.
The Rotary theme for 2022-2023 is “Imagine Rotary.”
Loretta encouraged members to dream big as the new year
begins and to become as active with club projects as their
respective schedules allow. Numerous opportunities exist for members to
volunteer time and/or talents. For those who wish to provide literacy support,
Metro’s Partner in Education relationship will celebrate its 20th anniversary
this year. During the school year, members read to local preschool students,
and this program has been very well received. During the winter months,
members volunteer monthly at the Food Bank and in the summer, members
pick up trash along the streets adopted as part of the city’s Adopt-a-Spot
program. Another extremely beneficial program has been the mentoring
program for Columbia’s youth and young adults. Providing assistance with
interviewing skills, resume building and highlighting different vocational
opportunities has been very beneficial to many. Many other activities will
occur during the year, and members were encouraged to stay involved!
Loretta concluded her presentation by encouraging members to help expand
the reach of our club. Members were asked to share success stories of
Metro’s service work through conversations, social media, and whenever/
wherever possible.

Officers

Thank you to the following members
who have volunteered their time and
skillsets for the next year for the
benefit of our club:

Loretta Schouten .............. President
Laura Kogut ............. President-Elect
Shane Winter ....................Secretary
Rebecca Knipp ................ Treasurer
Margaret Conroy ....... Past President
Tom O’Connor ............. Sgt.-at-Arms

Board of Directors
Charlene Boyes Penny Kuhns-Knarr
Andrew Quiroz-Jira
Tonya Ford
Rob Christensen
Sarah Read
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Jolly Cap
On July 12, Metro members will
meet at 5:30 p.m. for the monthly
litter pickup along the stretch of
street the club has adopted for this
summer. Please meet in the parking
lot behind the old Macy’s building
Metro’s Board of Directors will meet
July 13 at 1:00 p.m. at the Columbia
Country Club. All members are
welcome to attend.
Rotaract’s annual Craft Beer &
Carts fundraiser is planned for
July 17. Proceeds benefit
Worldwide Mobility. Metro
members will again purchase and
decorate a cart for Rotaract’s Craft
Beer & Carts fundraiser. Please see
Tom Rose if you would like to make
a donation towards the cart
purchase and lessen the overall
cost to the club.
A new member orientation is being
planned for July 20 at the Columbia
Country Club. If you are a new
member, your attendance at this
meeting is highly encouraged. If you
are a veteran member, you are very
welcome to attend as a refresher.
On July 21, a member/guest social
will be held at Tropical Liqueur’s
South (3805 South Providence
Road) after work. All members are
welcome to attend. This is a great
opportunity to visit with fellow
members outside of our weekly
meeting setting. Please watch for
details as a location is secured.
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Sgt.-at-Arms Tom O’Connor invited
members to share good thoughts and
news about the topic of their choice.
Today’s contributors were Rose
Lloyd, Casey Buckman, Joy Block,
Shane Winter, and John Fierke.
Things we learned today:
Me
 Tonya Ford, and other local boy
scout mothers, played a key role in
assisting Wisconsin boy scouts
who were left stranded after the
recent Amtrak crash.
 Tom Rose’s daughter is an
excellent physical therapist at
Boone Hospital Center who
moonlights as a brochure model.
 Samantha Fierke, daughter of
John Fierke, is an aspiring jazz
artist who recently released her first
album. To learn more about her,
please visit
www.samdoesjazz.com.

This summer will be Metro’s 12th
Annual Float Trip. Metro Rotarian
Casey Buckman is the only member
to have attended this float trip every
year!
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New Rotary Leadership
Jennifer Jones (right)
will serve as Rotary
International
President for the
2022-2023 year.
Jennifer is making
history as the first
female president.
She is a member of the Rotary
Club of Windsor-Roseland,
Ontario, Canada.
Jennifer encourages members to
“Imagine, a world that deserves
our best where we get up each day
knowing that we can make a
difference.”
John Horton (right)
from the Springfield
Southeast Rotary
Club will be serving
as the District
Governor for our
district during the
2022-2023 year.
John indicated he would like
everyone to do a better job of
engaging members as this will lead
to higher member retention. He
encourages everyone to invite
family, friends and co-workers to
Rotary events on a regular basis.

CONGRATULATIONS

to John Fierke! He received a
$50 gift certificate to Murry’s
donated by Tom O’Connor.

This year’s float is planned for the
weekend of July 16 at Bass River
Resort in Steelville. Please contact
Casey if you would like to attend.
www.columbiametrorotary.org
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