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to Katie Essing for providing
today’s invocation, leading us in the
Pledge of Allegiance and providing a
fundraising opportunity.

Members with Guests
Member
Guest
Tom Rose ........................... Randy Cole
Cathy Scroggs ........... Brandon Buckalew

Visiting Rotarians
Member
Club
Tom Trabue .......................... Northwest
John Fabsits ............................ Northwest

Please Recycle
Old Magazines
Members are
encouraged to
bring their
copies of The
Rotarian to
future meetings
once they have
completed
reading the
magazines. The issues will be
recirculated to spread the word
about Rotary in our community.

Next week’s
program…
Barbara Buffaloe
Mayor
City of Columbia
COLUMBIA METRO ROTARY CLUB

A new member orientation will be
held today at 1:00 p.m. If you are a
new member, your attendance at
this meeting is highly encouraged. If
you are a veteran member, you are
very welcome to attend as a
refresher.
On July 21, a member/guest social
will be held at Tropical Liqueur’s
South (3805 South Providence
Road) after work. All members are
welcome to attend. This is a great
opportunity to visit with fellow
members outside of our weekly
meeting setting.
On August 9, Metro members will
meet at 5:30 p.m. for the monthly
litter pickup along the stretch of
street the club has adopted for this
summer. Please meet in the parking
lot behind the old Macy’s building
Metro’s Board of Directors will meet
August 10 at 1:00 p.m. at the
Columbia Country Club. All
members are welcome to attend.
Please see President Loretta if
you have any interest in a new
“Rotary Reels” project. If you have
an interest in photography, videos,
creating content, editing, etc., your
skills would be appreciated.

CONGRATULATIONS
to Victoria Brees! She
received a $50 gift card to
Shakespeare’s donated by
Katie Essing.
www.columbiametrorotary.org
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Happy Birthday to Cale Mitchell on
July 23!
Happy Birthday to Ajay Vinzé on
July 24!
On July 24, Laura Kogut will
celebrate 8 years as a Metro
Rotarian!
Congratulations to Adam
Blumhagen, and his wife Jennifer,
who recently celebrated their 9th
wedding anniversary!
Congratulations to Tom Trabue, and
his wife Kim, who recently
celebrated their 39th wedding
anniversary!
Congratulations to Loretta
Schouten, and her husband Craig,
who recently celebrated their 30th
wedding anniversary!
Congratulations
to Valerie
Ninichuck for
being recognized
by Inside
Columbia
magazine as
“The Face of
Insurance” in
their 2022 Faces
of Columbia
feature.
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Happy
Hat
Sgt.-at-Arms Tom O’Connor invited
members to share good thoughts and
news about the topic of their choice.
Today’s contributors were Tom
O’Connor, Adam Blumhagen,
Cathy Scroggs, Charlene Boyes,
Tom Trabue, Victoria Brees, Elaine
Martin, Rob Christensen, John
Fierke, Shelley Sigholtz, and
Loretta Schouten.
Things we learned today:
 Pruitt-Igoe was an urban housing
project first occupied in 1954 in St.
Louis.
 The complex was named after the
Wendell O. Pruitt Homes and
William Igoe Apartments which
joined together to make up this
project.
 The complex consisted of 33
eleven-story high rises constructed
with federal funds on the site of a
former slum as part of the city’s
urban renewal program.
 Initially viewed as an improvement
over the tenement housing the
slums, living conditions deteriorated
soon after completion. By 1976, all
33 buildings had been taken down.
 A documentary about this project,
The Pruitt-Igoe Myth, was directed
and produced by Chad Freidrichs,
husband of former Metro Rotarian
Jaimie Freidrichs. For more
information about this film, please
visit https://bit.ly/3cwQK5x.
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Columbia Housing Authority Update
Randy Cole (right) is the CEO for the Columbia
Housing Authority (CHA). CHA was established by
the City of Columbia in April 1956, and is governed
by a Board of Commissioners appointed by the
Mayor of Columbia. CHA is dedicated to providing
affordable rental housing to families who are
struggling financially, for whatever reason.
CHA owns and operates 747 units of subsidized
affordable housing. Income eligible families and
individuals pay 30% of their adjusted household
income for rent. Residents must pay for their own
utilities in most properties. Many of the properties
have been recently renovated, and 30 units are
brand new. Some apartments are designated as
elderly housing (ages 55+), some are designated for individuals with
disabilities, and some are designated for homeless Veterans. Utilities are
provided for these special cases.
Randy spoke about the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher program. Funded
by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, this program
allows families and individuals to choose housing available from CHA. It is
designed to provide improved living conditions for low-income families while
maintaining rent payments at an affordable level.
CHA goals that were established during their five-year strategic planning
process were explained. Randy also noted key initiatives that he strived for
during his first year as the CEO for the organization. He highlighted four
values that are considered within all aspects of CHA. Integrity, accountability,
respect and diversity, equity and inclusion, are the values that CHA has
committed to honoring with their staff, board and the services provided to
residents.
CHA was proud to be awarded a contract from the City of Columbia to
complete a plan for a comprehensive homeless service center. The plan
includes overnight shelter, a housing resource center, day center, meals, as
well as transitional housing and permanent supportive housing. Collaborative
partners in this contract are Voluntary Action Center,
Turning Point, Room at the Inn, Loaves and Fishes and
Love Columbia. The final report is due to the City by
September 30, 2022.
To learn more about CHA, what they do, and/or how you
can help, please visit http://www.columbiaha.com/.
www.columbiametrorotary.org
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